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Brighton and Hove City Council, 

Parks Projects Team, 

Cityclean Depot, Upper Hollingdean Road, 

Brighton, 

BN1 7GA 

 

BY EMAIL to ParksProjects@brighton-hove.gov.uk  

Parks and Open Spaces consultation, “The big conversation”. 

On behalf of Bricycles (Brighton and Hove Cycling Campaign) and as a Cycling UK campaigner for Brighton 

and Hove, I am writing in response to the above consultation. 

Your diagram shows that Brighton and Hove Parks get less than 0.01% of the whole Brighton and Hove 

City Council (BHCC) budget and that the Parks Department has already undergone a 15% cut.  According 

to the consultation video, a further 15% is proposed. 

But Parks and Open Spaces contribute enormously to the health and wellbeing of people of all ages for 

comparatively little cost. The huge social, psychological and economic benefit has not been factored in. 

Being able to take exercise or experience relative peace and nature in parks and open spaces improves 

physical and mental health and this has a value. 

Parks and open spaces fulfil many valuable functions and we are concerned that these should continue. 

As a cycling group, we are concerned about the following: 

• Space for children to play which is essential for their development. 

• Space for children (and adults) to undertake physical activity and to informally learn to ride a bike 

without traffic. 

• Cycle training conducted by cycle training companies (often charities). 

• Meeting points for cycling groups e.g. at St. Ann’s Well (Mitre), Preston Park. 

• Venues for community cycling events e.g. “Bikestock” at Stanmer Park. 

• Venues for community fundraising events e.g. “Pedal in Preston Park” for the Martlets and the 

Motor Neurone Disease Association. 

• Access and routes through parks e.g. cycle trails / bridleways in Stanmer Park and Stanmer Woods 

and the signed cycle route through Hove Recreation Ground. 

 

We would like to see more cycle routes through green spaces in line with the “Space for Cycling” 

campaign to which Brighton and Hove City Council signed up in November 2015 (Cllr. Gill Mitchell is 

aware of this). See http://www.cyclinguk.org/campaign/space-for-cycling 
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We were glad to see that Preston Park velodrome was refurbished to racing standard and can continue 

to host competitive cycling thanks to funding from British Cycling and BHCC and the determined efforts 

of Alison Lewis (Breeze, British Cycling) and Rupert Rivett (SRS Events).  

It has been suggested that the velodrome could be developed as a centre of cycling excellence with 

improved community facilities. This is an interesting proposal which deserves further exploration and 

consultation. 

Some cafés and toilets in Brighton and Hove parks and open spaces are unattractive to customers and in 

dire need of investment, possibly by new enterprises. 

However, we have general concerns about a potential sell-off of parks and open spaces to commercial or 

other interests without the Council retaining sufficient oversight and governance of the situation. 

In this context, it is informative to see the Council’s 

recent proposals on Stanmer Park which include an 

increase in car parking from 195 to 342 spaces. Signs 

have appeared at the gates of Stanmer Park (see left) 

and within the park itself encouraging driving. These are 

counter to the Council’s avowed sustainable transport 

strategy. We strongly oppose increases in traffic or 

motor vehicle parking in parks. We also wish to retain 

and develop free and safe access to parks and open 

spaces by bike and on foot/wheelchair. We would not 

support commercial enterprises which operated counter 

to sustainable principles.   

We are also concerned about the loss of use of walking/cycle routes when parks are closed for 

commercial events. Using parks and open spaces as a venue involves fencing off large areas, driving huge 

vehicles and equipment into them, blocking normal access and charging an entry fee to people, many of 

whom already pay council tax.  

What happens to the money charged to businesses using parks where ordinary park-users are excluded? 

This consultation has not asked people how they feel about their park being shut for a commercial event 

or where they would like any accruing money to be spent. We believe that any such funds must at least 

be retained within the Parks’ budget to prevent these damaging cuts that are being put forward in this 

consultation. 

Public Health is now a responsibility of councils. We would like you to be more fully aware of the 

underestimated value and importance of parks and open spaces for health and wellbeing. This area 

currently has one of the smallest budgets in the Council. It should not be cut. 

We hope you will take our points into consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Becky Reynolds 

 

Campaigns Officer & News Editor, Bricycles, the Brighton and Hove Cycling Campaign 

www.bricycles.org.uk www.facebook.com/Bricycles and twitter.com/Bricycles 

Cycling UK campaigner, Brighton and Hove www.cyclinguk.org/ 


