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Planning Services,  

South Downs National Park Authority,  

South Downs Centre,  

North Street,  

Midhurst,  

West Sussex,  

GU29 9DH 

 

BY EMAIL TO: planning@southdowns.gov.uk 

 

 

Objection to planning application - SDNP/16/03927/FUL Stanmer Park 

 

Dear Planning Services, 

 

On behalf of Bricycles (Brighton and Hove Cycling Campaign) and as a Cycling UK campaigner for Brighton 

and Hove, I am writing to object to the above planning application for Stanmer Park, Brighton.   

 

I have participated in several of Brighton and Hove City Council’s consultations on Stanmer Park. The 

latest one was in April 2016 about the application for the Heritage Lottery Funding grant. Whilst 

supportive of some aspects of the proposal, we do not support the proposed large increase in car parking 

found in this application to the SDNPA.  

 

The Parking Provision Plan shows the proposed new Patchway car park would have 124 + 133 spaces, i.e. 

257 spaces right near the church where it would draw in a lot of traffic. This will have a negative effect on 

the appearance of the church and grounds, disturb the peace and introduce more hazards for people not 

in cars, including children. There would be more traffic movements going right through the park.  

 

In total, an incredible 204 additional car parking spaces are proposed, from 395 spaces to 599 spaces, a 

52% increase. 

 

But Stanmer Park is very well served by sustainable transport modes i.e. bus, train, cycling and walking. 

We can see no justification for the large increase in car parking. In fact we hope to see a reduction in the 

parking chaos we have frequently seen there as vehicles park on verges creating a muddy mess. 

 

If these increases in car parking are permitted, the park will become an extension of the traffic mayhem 

which many people visit parks to get away from! We would not want to see a trend of increased car 
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parking across the South Downs National Park. (In this context, Ditchling Beacon is observed to have 

quite a large car park now).  

 

Permitting the proposed parking arrangements would run counter to the avowed Transport Policies in 

the SDNP Partnership Management Plan and increase car use and carbon emissions.  

 

We would like to see measures adopted to minimise unnecessary motor vehicle movements where 

walkers and cyclists are present. Cyclists share the roads with vehicles going to and from destinations 

within the SDNP, and this is often on rural roads where the national speed limit applies (60 mph).  

 

Brighton and Hove has a very low level of car ownership. Excessive parking at destinations undermines 

our valuable bus service which provides transport for those with no other means of travel.  

 

The proposed differential in car parking tariffs both on the Stanmer site and in comparison with nearby 

sites, will not adequately discourage people wishing to park in the Patchway car park. 

 

We would like to see the width of the Greenway shared walking and cycling facility increased from the 

current 3 metres to 5 metres; or for separate adequate walking and cycling facilities provided to ensure 

that the facility remains viable given the numbers of people (and dogs) using the park.  

 

We also understand that the Stanmer Park proposals actually constitute a major development and that 

therefore they should have been subject to National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), paragraph 116 

which they would fail to satisfy.   

We hope you will take our points into consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Becky Reynolds 

 

Campaigns Officer & News Editor, Bricycles, the Brighton and Hove Cycling Campaign 
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Cycling UK campaigner, Brighton and Hove www.cyclinguk.org/ 


