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Space for Cycling - at the 

Labour party conference 
We were delighted that Labour Shadow 

Secretary of State for Transport, Lilian 

Greenwood MP, (at the front on the right 

of the photo) took part in the “Space for 

Cycling” ride on Brighton sea front on 30 

September. On the le� is Becky 

Reynolds, Bricycles Campaigns Officer. 

Also present was Daniel Zeichner MP, 

Shadow Minister for Cycling.  

Lilian said: “I’m delighted to join 

Bricycles and CTC in Brighton. I am 

determined that Labour will be a strong 

voice for cyclists in Parliament, especially 

as we approach a cri�cal point in the 

Government’s policy development. We 

will be holding Ministers to their promise 

to produce a meaningful Cycling and 

Walking Investment Strategy that sets 

out clear, long term funding – as well as 

pressing the case for restoring na�onal 

safety targets. Campaigners have made 

great advances in recent years, but I 

know as a regular cyclist that there is s�ll 

a long way to go.” 

Bricycles is keen that all political parties 

support proper investment in cycling and 

better transport planning so that riding a 

bike becomes easier and safer for 

everyone!                See Page 4 

Bricycles 

Christmas  

Social  

Mee�ng! 
6.30 pm on 

Wed 2
nd 

Dec 

at Brighton  

Marina 

‘Memories of 

India’ 

See page 29 

Photo by Bob Seago.  

© Bricycles and CTC 
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Valley Gardens 

More traffic data being collected 

In July 2015, the new Labour-led council 

requested an independent review of the 

approved Valley Gardens scheme. A 

report by Project Centre Limited (PCL) 

was brought to the Environment, 

Transport & Sustainability (ETS) 

Commi�ee on 13 October. The review 

indicated that the Business Case and 

modelling were robust.  However, the 

report recommends upda�ng the whole 

city centre traffic model to take account 

of changes on the Lewes Road, Brighton 

Sta�on Gateway, Edward Street etc. to 

check that key junc�ons can func�on 

properly. Traffic data will need to be 

gathered immediately and con�nued for 

3-4 months. A further report will go to 

the ETS Commi�ee in March 2016.  

A formal request has been made to the 

Local Enterprise Board (LEP) to approve 

a rollover of the crucial £8 million Local 

Growth Fund funding which was 

awarded for the Scheme. Cllr. Pete West 

expressed concerns about the funding 

and the cost of the traffic modelling 

update. Mark Prior, Head of Transport, 

said that the LEP has wri�en a le�er 

sta�ng that the funding is safe. 

Other work related to the scheme will 

con�nue and will be overseen by the 

previously convened Project 

Management Board, which comprises 

members from each poli�cal party, 

council officers, and community 

representa�on including Chris Todd from 

Community Works. 

Lewes Road 

Traffic Scheme review: full report to be 

published Dec 2015 

A pe��on was brought to the mee�ng, 

by Councillor Daniel Yates (Labour, 

Moulsecoomb & Bevendean ) signed by 

771 people asking for a full review of the 

Lewes Road scheme and a report “to 

consider amendments within the 

scheme to balance the effect including 

�me restric�ons on bus lanes and also to 

consider changes required outside the 

scheme area on roads affected by the 

scheme.” He clarified that this was not 

about removing bus or cycle lanes, but a 

post investment appraisal in order to 

improve the scheme or learn from it. He 

said the people of Moulsecoomb had 

only had a report in Nov 2013. Response 

from Cllr. Gill Mitchell: The plans to 

improve the Lewes Road were agreed 

unanimously by the transport commi�ee 

in 2012, following posi�ve public 

Gill Mitchell, Chair (Labour) 

Maggie Barradell, Deputy Chair 

(Labour) 

Tony Janio, Opposi�on 

Spokesperson (Conserva�ve) 

Pete West, Group Spokesperson 

(Green) 

Peter Atkinson, Labour 

Louisa Greenbaum, Green 

Joe Miller, Conserva�ve 

Robert Nemeth, Conserva�ve 

Geoffrey Theobald, Conserva�ve 

Alan Robins, Labour 

Environment, Transport & 

Sustainability Commi�ee  

Local Transport News  
from the Council meeting on October 13

th
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consulta�on. Traffic 

surveys took place in 

Nov 2012 to establish 

a baseline, then post-

comple�on in Oct-

Nov 2013 and were 

published on the 

Council website. To 

ensure comparable 

data, surveys must be 

undertaken at the 

same �me of year. In 

Oct-Nov 2014, the 

Vogue Gyratory was 

being improved, so 

monitoring was 

delayed un�l Jan-Feb 2015. These results 

will be published along with further 

monitoring taking place now. A full 

report including accident analysis plus 

impact on the surrounding area and 

suitable solu�ons (similar to the 

successful ac�on already taken to reduce 

queue lengths at Coombe Road traffic 

lights) will be published in December 

2015. 
 

The City Sustainability Ac�on Plan 

was approved. Annual progress updates 

will be brought to the commi�ee and 

the Biosphere Board. 
 

Air Quality Ac�on Plan 2015 

Recommenda�ons for reducing nitrogen 

dioxide (NO2) levels across the City were 

agreed. The report is not about tackling 

par�culate pollu�on. Bricycles 

responded to the consulta�on and our 

le�er is included in the report.  Good 

news is that the Air Quality Management 

Area has reduced by 75%, so far fewer 

people are being exposed to NO2, but it 

is shocking to read that: “Public Health 

England has es�mated whole popula�on 

exposure to fine par�culate ma�er 

across Brighton & Hove contributes 5 to 

6% to all causes of annual mortality . 

More recent research suggests that the 

impact of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) may 

also contribute close to 6% of mortality 

with a 33 % overlap with par�cles. In 

Brighton & Hove this is a strong 

influence on 175 deaths brought forward 

each year.” 

Cllr. Pete West said it was �me to 

consider extending the area and the 

scope of the city centre Low Emission 

Zone to include diesel cars. 

Councillors noted that North Street (a 

busy bus route in Brighton) has the 

highest concentra�on of  NO2 in Sussex, 

and that Ro9ngdean has some of the 

highest pollu�on levels in the City with 

14,000 vehicles per day going through it. 
 

All documents are at: 

h�p://bit.ly/1GEqeew where there is 

also a link to the webcast of the whole 

mee�ng. 

Rottingdean High Street - high in vehicle emissions. 
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Ask your 

councillors to 

support Space for Cycling : 

1. Protected space on main 

roads and at junc�ons 

2. Removal of  through traffic  

3. Lower speed limits 

4. Cycle-friendly town centres 

5. Safe routes to schools 

6. Routes through green spaces 
 

Let Bricycles know if your councillors 

can support these themes. Contact 

becky.reynolds2@b�nternet.com 
 

Ask for specific improvements! 
http://bricycles.org.uk/brighton-and-hove-by-ward/ 

space 
for 

cycling 

More about Space for Cycling at 

www.ctc.org.uk/campaign/space-for-cycling A c t  no w!  

In the photo on the le�, 

from le� to right are: 

Becky Reynolds (Bricycles 

& CTC), Roger Geffen 

(CTC Campaigns & Policy 

Director), Daniel Zeichner 

MP (Labour Shadow 

Minister for Cycling), 

Lilian Greenwood MP 

(Labour Shadow 

Secretary of State for 

Transport). 

L-R in photo above: Simon Bannister, Chris Todd, 

Duncan Blinkhorn, Roger Geffen, Mark Strong, 

Becky Reynolds. Many thanks to all who came ! 

Special thanks to CTC’s Roger Geffen 

Director of Campaigns and Policy  (above 

le�) and Sam Jones, Campaigns and 

Communica�ons Coordinator (above 

right) for their help with the event. 
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Looming gap in cycling funding 

Funding has s�ll not been set for the 

Cycling & Walking Investment 

Strategy which is part of the 

Infrastructure Bill. This is becoming 

urgent because current funding 

streams are running out. The Local 

Sustainable Transport Fund is set to 

end in April 2016. Brighton & Hove 

was not one of the lucky ci�es 

chosen to benefit from the £114M 

Cycling City Ambi�on Grants 

programme announced in Nov 2014, 

but even those eight chosen ci�es 

are set to lose their grant in 2018.  

Although ministers say that funding 

for cycling in England has increased, 

it is s�ll well below the £10 per head 

per year recommended in the Get 

Britain Cycling inquiry report. CTC is 

pressing the Government to boost 

cycling funding in the Autumn 

Statement and Spending Review, 

and to fulfil its legal duty to set an 

adequate budget for the Cycling and 

Walking Investment Strategy as 

soon as possible. 

CTC’s Cherry Allan says: “Spending 

review provisions will be announced 

in November, and a 'Confirma�on of 

Statement of Funds Available', 

se9ng out the financial provision 

for cycling and walking, in 

December.  A decision on future 

funding for the Bikeability cycle 

training programme specifically, will 

also follow the outcome of the 

Review.  See www.ctc.org.uk/ for 

updates and ac�on. 

Na�onal update #Autogate 
The VW scandal is huge. The engine tested 

in the USA was found to emit 10 to 40 

�mes more Nitrogen Dioxide and Nitrogen 

Oxide than US laws permit. This far-

reaching scandal involves other brands of 

cars and other industry measurements e.g. 

fuel consump�on and CO2 emissions. There 

are 10.7 million diesel cars on UK roads. 

Volkswagen has started to recall 8.5 million 

of their cars in Europe.  

The cost in human illness and death is also 

huge. A recent Government report says: 

“The evidence associa�ng NO2 with health 

effects has strengthened substan�ally in recent 

years as noted by the Commi&ee on the 

Medical Effects of Air Pollutants. It is es�mated 

that the effects of NO2 on mortality are 

equivalent to 23,500 deaths annually in the UK. 

Many of the sources of NOx (NO2 and NO) are 

also sources of par�culate ma&er (PM). The 

impact of exposure to par�culate ma&er 

pollu�on (PM2.5) is es�mated to have an effect 

on mortality equivalent to nearly 29,000 deaths 

in the UK. The combined impact of these two 

pollutants represents a significant public health 

challenge.” 

From DEFRA’s “Dra� plans to improve air 

quality in the UK; Tackling nitrogen dioxide in 

our towns and ci�es UK” published in 

September 2015 h p://bit.ly/1iIGd5M 

£2.2 billion roads plan for the South East 

Highways England has set out how £2.2 

billion will be spent on adding 120 miles of 

extra lanes in the South East along with 24 

major “improvements” that will start by 

2020. The work is part of the government’s 

‘Road Investment Strategy’ to triple levels of 

spending on roads by the end of the decade. 

Highways England is the government-owned 

company which took over responsibility for 

England’s motorways and major A roads 

from the Highways Agency earlier this year. 
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1. Sidney St Bikes now 

minimalist ubyk! 

2. Orcas (cycle lane 

delineators) gone 

from Queens Road 

3. ’Cycle with care’ 

replace dismount 

signs, Lancing. 

4. Ann Street 

now 2-way for 

cycling… 

5. ... but beware 

concealed step! 

1 

4 

3 

 

2 

5 
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6. Illuminating sign at the A23 London Rd 

/ Peacock Lane junction. It works when 

southbound cyclists approach. Why is it 

there? Because when southbound 

vehicles queue, northbound drivers 

turning right into Peacock Lane shoot 

across the cycle lane without looking 

properly. It is intended to improve safety 

but the message should be directed at the 

drivers of vehicles crossing the cyclist’s 

path, not the cyclist who has right of way! 

7. ‘Mobile phone 

detector’ sign on Old 

Shoreham Road. 

Technology needs 

refinement! 

8. Drove Rd, 

Woodingdean: newly 

tarmacked cycle track. 

9. Glass on Falmer-

Woodingdean cycle 

path. We 

have 

contacted East 

Sussex County 

Council about 

this. They say 

no glass was 

used in 

construc�on. 

But 

there’s 

lots 

there! 

10. Newhaven cycle route by sta�on 

& ferry terminal  Too many ‘give 

ways’ and illegible routes! 

11. It’s a velo café no more! Now 

only a pasta/gelato etc. café. 

6 

8 

11 

10 

7 

9 

N 
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Here's some news from the Local Access 

Forum which is a statutory advisory body to 

the Council about access to open spaces in 

the City. 

A�er a year's inacvity, the LAF has been 

reconvened and met on 27
th

 August. It is 

being led by the Council's Parks and Countryside Service whose officers are 

being very posive. Andrew Coleman went along and, although not 

represenng Bricycles, he is happy to consider relaying members' views. 

Some highlights were: 

− the Council's Parks Service is pu�ng metal disks on bridleway gates to 

make it easier for users to report broken ones. Do this by 

emailing  cityparks@brighton-hove.gov.uk (add a photo if you can) or 

Phone: (01273) 292929. The Council is going to launch an 'adopt a 

footpath/bridleway' scheme to encourage users to be the 'eyes' of the 

Council 

− 30 new waymarks put up around the Lewes Road area 

− work about to start on crea�ng a be�er shared use track on the Droveway, 

Woodingdean 

− work con�nues on upda�ng the 'defini�ve map' including pu�ng the 

shared use tracks (like next to Ditching Road) on 

− the Stanmer Park Masterplan will be 

further developed, including looking at areas 

outside the central part of the park 

− there was also a brief discussion about 

perceived conflicts between cyclists and 

other users of Stanmer Park. The police have 

not found the person who put up wires 

across tracks. This may come up again. 

− the LAF is looking for new members, 

par�cularly users of the Council's open 

spaces, so if you are interested contact 

chantelle.hoppe@brighton-hove.gov.uk  The 

next mee�ng is at the end of November.  

Contact Andrew Coleman at: 

colemanaj@ntlworld.com  

Local Access Forum news 
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The definitive map  

Keeping the way open! 
 

Brighton and Hove City Council is in the 

process of upda�ng the 'defini�ve map'. 

They've got un�l 2026 and it’s a slow, 

long job. They are pu9ng all the twi�ens 

on it for example. And they're also 

pu9ng the new 'cycle paths' e.g. by 

Ditchling and Falmer Roads on it. If there 

are bridleways, byways open to all traffic 

(BOATs) or other routes (including 

footpaths) that you think there is a public right to use, please look at the website:  

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/leisure-and-libraries/parks-and-green-spaces/rights-way 

and follow the instruc�ons. Please also copy to Andrew at colemanaj@ntlworld.com 
 

A similar but separate process is going on in other highways authori�es. Chris Smith 

from Lewes has contacted Bricycles about routes on the East Sussex defini�ve map 

at http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/leisureandtourism/countryside/rightsofway/rightsofwaymap/map.aspx 

Missing routes can be added provided there is evidence that there was a highway. 

Chris says: “This evidence could be quite old because the law says that once a route 

has become a highway (including footpaths etc.) it remains a highway, even if it is 

not used, unless the rights have been ex�nguished, for example by a closure 

order.” A lot of the unregistered routes could be bridleways or byways used by 

equestrians and cyclists, and they could easily be lost. Chris is part of a group being 

formed to apply to have the missing routes added to the (East Sussex) defini�ve 

map. To do this, it must be shown that the route was used as a highway for 

pedestrians, horses or other traffic, for a significant period in the past prior to 1949 

and that it has not been stopped up. This involves going through turnpike records, 

inclosure records, early road orders, stopping up orders, farm survey records, 

documents at the county records office etc.  Chris asks if anyone has exper�se or 

interest in this area of research. He says: “Can I ask you to circulate your 

membership and ask anyone who might be interested to get in touch with me, 

without obliga�on?”  

For further informa�on, please contact Chris Smith cs@hbhelp.co.uk Ramblers 

Sussex parish footpath secretary, 12 Cleve Terrace, 

Lewes, BN7 1JJ Tel: 01273 483869 
 

If you are interested in  carrying out this work in 

West Sussex please contact Graham Elvey at 

candg.elvey@gmail.com 
 

Please let Bricycles know about any routes you are 

proposing for inclusion in any of these areas. 
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Save Preston 

Park Cycle Track 

Rupert Rive
 (right) is 

the champion of the 

campaign to Save 

Preston Park cycle 

track! 

He spoke to cyclists 

assembled at Steine 

Gardens on 5 September. 

There was a minute’s 

silence in memory of Don 

Lock and the vicms of 

the Shoreham Airshow 

disaster. 

Then the group of about 

250 riders set off 

northbound and turned 

into Church Street (right), 

Jubilee Street (below) 

then North Road and up 

the A23 to Preston Park 
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where they rode round the track.   

There were familiar faces including 

Richard Bates, CTC SE Councillor (in 

photo right). Also there was Bob 

Harber of Brighton Excelsior (on the 

le� in photo below) with Tony 

Green of Bricycles/ Brighton and 

Hove CTC on the right. Among the 

mixed crowd of club riders and 

others on a variety of bikes, there 

was a good turnout from Brighton 

Mitre, and children from the Preston 

Park Youth Cycling Club. We also 

spo$ed the Breeze women’s group 

and the Lewes 

Wanderers club 

strip, plus Ben 

Sherra$ and 

Rob from Sustrans.  Since this event, a rescue plan for 

the velodrome has been announced. It includes a 

£185,000 grant from Brish Cycling plus £100,000 

secon 106 money from the London Road Co-op 

development.  Alison Lewis (Brish Cycling Breeze 

champion, photo 

above) described the 

plan on Latest TV. 

We shot a video of the 

ride. It’s on YouTube:   

h$p://bit.ly/1hXioGB 
 

A steering group was 

set up at the public 

meeng on 19
th 

October. 

 

Contact Rupert Rive� on saveppct@virginmedia.com 

Facebook page:  h$p://www.facebook.com/saveprestonparkcycletrack 
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 Cycling Matters with Bruce Jonas 

Blackfriars sta�on: violent assault on cyclist! 

It was one of those unfortunate Friday evenings when, although 

admi�edly fairly unusual nowadays, my train to St Pancras from 

Brighton was badly delayed due to a lorry striking a bridge in 

London. This meant that I would probably miss my main line connec�on to Leeds 

where my girlfriend was wai�ng pa�ently for a supper date! I groaned inwardly as 

my onward �cket, although cheap, is for that specific train and if I missed it I had no 

idea what would happen. 

It was also one of those rare, quite hot and s�cky summer evenings, and I had 

smart long trousers, lace up closed in shoes and a bu�on down collared shirt for the 

date, far from ideal cycling clothes! The late train eventually departed and crawled 

excrucia�ngly slowly through the South London suburbs, my bike si9ng there 

pa�ently awai�ng the inevitable short dash from St Pancras to neighbouring King's 

X in an effort to catch the connec�on. 

Anyway, we stopped at Blackfriars on the Thames where it was announced that we 

would sit for ten minutes as, incredibly, considering our snails' pace, we were ahead 

of schedule! Snap decision �me: as an ex-Londoner and motorcycle dispatch rider 

there for ten years, I reckoned there was an outside chance that I could pedal 

madly to King's Cross from Blackfriars in less �me than the sluggish train, not hard 

considering its pace.....so I jumped out and, when faced with an empty 500 metre 

plaGorm and a severe shortage of �me, decided to perform that ever so slightly 

naughty trick of 'scootering ' my bike. You know the one, right foot on the le� hand 

pedal whilst le� foot paddles along, not really 'cycling' and a 'way round' the 'no 

cycling' rule. So as I trundled gently down the plaGorm a he�y Sco9sh sta�on 

worker deliberately walked out in front of me without a word of warning and tried 

to barge me over through the resultant collision whist I tried to swerve. He then, 

puce and scowling with anger, proceeded 

to scream insults in his strong 

gu�ural accent at me whilst 

threatening me with assault. I 

decided on 'no confronta�on' 

since I had a train to catch, so 

walked off the sta�on with 

said gentleman leaning 

threateningly on my bike and 

Three tales of the unexpected!  

Cyclophobia or ignorance? 
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shoulder the whole way, promising me that he would call the police for 'assault'. The 

two or three other patrons stared, astonished, to my embarrassment. 

Now at 50+  I'm no young tearaway or in any way 'irresponsible' looking, so I must 

assume he had had a bad day and / or is cylcophobic, so out of propor�on were his 

ac�ons. Although rare, an incident like this has happened to most of us cyclists, 

something we should not have to put up with.  

PS. Despite a rapid dash on my racer up the Farringdon Road, I missed my train by 

three minutes thanks to a lethargic and dysfunc�onal automa�c �cket dispensing 

machine; four hours later, via a further change at York, I arrived in Leeds and the 

dinner date was off. One assault was enough for the evening in my opinion, so it was 

lucky I didn't get my supper poured over my head due to a 2:30 am arrival!! 

The mysterious case of cyclists 

passing on the right in the UK 

Is it just me or is this an out of  

propor�on illusion? Because I've no�ced 

that many cyclists, whilst disciplined on 

normal roads and able to obey the 

highway code, have a 'wobbly' when on a 

cycle path or are off road, and seem to 

'forget themselves' and try to pass you 

on the right, con�nental style.  

Now you may immediately surmise that, 

in a transient town such as ours, many 

inhabitants originate from the con�nent 

and this would account for the 

aforemen�oned rightward passing as 

their 'default' se9ng. Then over the 

years I began to recognise some of the 

cyclists I pass every day as being Bri�sh, 

but some of them s�ll sort to pass me on 

the right side?! One recent incident was 

on the 'undercliff' cycling toward 

Ovingdean from Brighton when, 

confronted with oncoming unobservant 

bikers, I insisted on keeping le� and 

politely rang my bell, only to find an 

equally stubborn 'keep right' a9tude 

facing me off as we ground to a halt 

against the cliff nose to nose. An English 

accented 'dickhead' was the sneered 

insult I suffered for my pains as we 

grumpily disentangled and went on our 

way. Is it more 'natural' for humanity to 

pass on the right, I wonder, as most of us 

are right handed? Maxim: beware of 

head on collisions with other cyclists!! 

 

Full emergency stop at 40 mph 

coming down Ditchling Beacon 

An overcast day last summer saw me 

approaching Ditchling Beacon's car park 

on the road up from Brighton. A 

sa�sfying long climb from our town was 

nearly over and my reward was to be the 

usual mad ex motor cyclist's dream dash 

down the fast drop to The Weald far 

below. Any of you who have done this 
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Bruce Jonas    

www.bikeforlifesouth.org.uk     

www.getafixcycles.org.uk 

will appreciate that bikes are o�en the 

fastest way to get down the hill, so it's 

great to reach the brow of the descent 

ahead of any cars.  

So, busily pacing myself as I neared the 

top and looking over my shoulder 

regularly to check on any approaching 

vehicles from behind, I swore to myself 

as a mum in a large SUV swerved out in 

front of me from the car park with a 

cargo of  many ice cream gobbling kids! 

Aware of her ac�on, she sped off at a 

surprisingly high velocity, meaning that 

ini�ally I was at full speed to keep up 

and was later quite unable to pass her 

on the narrow, serpen�ne road. 

Near the bo�om I hit 40+ mph and, on 

the only straight sec�on just before the 

bo�om, I was quite close to her bumper 

a�emp�ng the 'coup de grace' overtake 

when she unexpectedly slammed on the 

brakes in a terrifyingly abrupt emergency 

stop. Now as a Bikeability instructor, we 

at Bike For Life regularly train people to 

emergency brake; now it was my turn in 

spades! Tucked downwards and 

backwards in an a�empt to keep weight 

over the rear wheel and thus to keep it 

down, I heaved on the brakes and came 

to a halt just a metre from the car, my 

back wheel finally li�ing in protest but 

not quite flipping me over the bars. 

Blimey O'Reilly! I then saw that another 

driver coming up the hill had got stuck 

behind another cyclist a�emp�ng the 

climb upwards and my SUV ensconced 

protagonist had panicked and 

overreacted. 

Lesson? Always prac�ce your emergency 

braking, give plenty of space to 

preceding traffic, keep your bike in top 

notch condi�on mechanically and stay 

alert! 

 

Law on cycle racing 

under review 

The Department for 

Transport is reviewing 

the regula�ons for 

cycle racing on the 

highway to clarify 

points that are 

confusing or out of 

date. It is proposed 

that the police will 

provide a wri�en 

explana�on where a 

decision has been 

taken to refuse 

permission for a race.  

Don’t forget 

your lights! 
 

We are ge0ng 

be&er at it! 
 

Brighton and Hove 

City Council Road 

Safety Team remind 

all road users to 

make sure their 

lights work and they 

can be seen. Last 

year in commute 

�me 75% of cyclists 

had lights.  Four 

years ago it was 

only 45%. 
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Take a dozen people, vegan beer and a 

discussion on cycling campaigns in Mexico 

(see ‘Bicivilaste’ in Bricycles No 99). That 

was the monthly bike event on July 1
st

 at 

Bartleby’s micro-brewery in Hollingdean.  

It got us reflec�ng on some random 

priori�es for Brighton. Here’s our top 

seven – what’s yours? 
 

Urgent: • 1. Defend the cycle lanes in Bevendean. Planning: • 2. Integrate bike 

provision with public transport (buses etc.)  • 3. Find parking spaces for bikes as 

well as cars. • 4. Improve provision of secure covered bike stores in residen�al 

streets safe from corrosive sea-salt weather. • 5. Develop ways to combat cycle 

the�. Image: • 6. Bikes are seen as ‘low class/low status’ with cars as ‘high class/ 

high status’, ‘comfortable’ and ‘convenient.’ Let’s change the image! Longer term 

strategy: • 7. Are cycle lanes the right idea: why create an alterna�ve infra-

structure? Let’s calm all streets so they are safe for all users!       

Contact:  mikeloscaminos@yahoo.co.uk 

Urban Biking - Reclaiming and Campaigning:  Footnotes from 

Mexico and Brighton 

by Mike Aiken 

Police sustainable transport at Pride 1/8/15 Road Danger 

The Sussex Police & Crime 

Commissioner Katy Bourne and 

others were on BBC Radio 

Sussex talking about the local 

and na�onal increase in cyclist 

and pedestrian KSIs (Killed and 

Seriously Injured road 

casual�es).  Sussex Police also 

released the drug-driving video 

of two young men speeding 

through the lanes to 

Crowborough at 90 mph. They 

died when they drove into a 

wall. The driver didn’t have a 

licence or insurance. 
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Paul is a familiar and friendly figure cycling around Hanover 

and across Brighton doing window cleaning. I managed to 

catch him cycling up Islingword Road. 

How long have you had this 

bike?  

‘I’ve had it three years.  

What kind of bike is it? 

‘It’s a Poor Man’s Mountain 

Bike! It cost £50 second hand 

– but I’ve spent more on it 

than that since!’ 

Where did you get it? 

‘I picked it up at a shop in 

Shoreham just outside the 

Bridges pub. It was parked 

next to a vehicle with 

“Ovenden Plant Hire” wri�en on the side. That 

company are based in Ovenden near Dover where 

I used to live. So I knew I’d have to have the bike. 

So I bought 

the bike!’ 

Does your 

bike have a 

pet name? 

‘Yes, she 

called “Diana” 

(a�er Diana 

Dors)!’ 

What do you 

use your bike 

for mainly?  

‘I use it for 

ge9ng around 

for window 

Paul the Hanover Window Cleaner 

Interviews by Mike Aiken © mikeloscaminos@yahoo.co.uk M e  an d   

m y Bi k e  
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cleaning jobs – I’ve been doing it over a year now. I go all over Brighton.’ 

What’s your favourite 

ride/route? 

‘I like going from Hove to the 

Marina – along the seafront but 

on the road. I love all of 

Brighton.’ 

If your bike was a piece of 

music, what type of music 

would it be? 

‘Phew! Er- Stairway to Heaven! 

Thanks Paul! 

You can find Paul ‘The Clean Green Window Clean’ at Hanover Window Cleaning 

07534 216754 or: paul_bramhall@sky.com  

Round the coast for charity   Maggie Scorer and Oscar the golden 

retriever, started from Aldeburgh, Suffolk, cycling 5,000 miles an�-clockwise 

around the coast 

of Britain in aid of 

Bloodwise 

(Leukaemia & 

Lymphoma 

charity) and 

Sands, the 

S�llbirth & 

Neonatal Death 

Charity. We 

bumped into 

Maggie and Oscar 

at Shoreham Lock 

Gates. They are now back in Suffolk and have 

won the ITV Anglia East Regional Fundraiser 

of the Year Pride of Britain Award! 

h�p://dogontour.co.uk/the-trip/ 
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Many years ago, a cyclist passing lowland pastures 

and fields would have a great possibility of spo6ng 

leaping or even boxing hares for the brown hare was 

a common sight yet one that retained a sense of 

mystery and magic so that this popular mammal, 

with its pointed ears and long back legs capable of 

running at 45 miles an hour, features greatly in our 

art and literature as well as in myth and legend. 

But what has this to do with cycling 

today? Well, hare numbers are in sharp 

decline owing to a range of factors and 

experts predict that the brown hare may 

well disappear altogether by 2050 unless 

we take ac�on. In many ways cyclists are 

in an ideal posi�on to help both 

immediately and in long-term planning. 

At the basic level, there is a simple truth 

that, though these animals belong to the 

species Lagomorpha which has scarcely 

changed in development from 

prehistoric �mes, we don’t know the 

hare properly as we haven’t observed 

them enough.   

As a  member of the Hare Preservation Trust 

www.hare-preserva�on-trust.co.uk  I’d 

love to receive details of any sigh�ngs 

and addi�onally Jo Sharplin at the Trust 

is logging the loca�on of sites on the 

atlas that the Mammal Society are 

compiling of all mammals in the UK. Cars 

have been the cause of many deaths 

and, as ever, fewer cars and more bikes 

is a healthy philosophy for both man and 

Nature. An especially good idea is the 

growing establishment of wildlife 

corridors encouraging car-free habitats 

where both can flourish especially where 

these incorporate cycle off-road tracks 

and we should campaign for and support 

these. Of course, where there are sadly 

road deaths of hares or any animals 

Bricycles con�nues to promote Project 

Spla�er h�p://projectspla�er.co.uk that 

monitors these.  

We also are expanding our bike rangers, 

of which we s�ll need more, remit to 

include observa�on and recording of key 

wildlife as we feel that cycling with its 

advantages to the environment and its 

closeness to nature is well-placed for 

such a role. Conversely it is not 

surprising, and indeed very gra�fying, to 

note that Tony Whitbread, Chief 

Execu�ve of Sussex Wildlife Trust is a big 

believer in sustainable transport and 

that his staff o�en do bike rides to 

support the animal kingdom; there is 

much common ground and overlap of 

issues.  

On a cau�onary note, observers should 

note that if you see young hares, 

leverets, apparently abandoned by their 

mothers it may not be so. Mum will 

o�en return to feed the young nightly 

and the young should not be moved 

unless in immediate danger. If a�er 

observa�on they really are abandoned 

they can be hand-reared and advice is 

         Hareline today, hareraising tomorrow ? 
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available on the Hare Preserva�on Trust 

website or alterna�vely report the 

loca�on so that help can be given. 

Finally as a cycling observer you may 

come across hare coursing which is, of 

course, illegal. Jo Sharplin of the Hare 

Preserva�on Trust has this advice…  

‘Most police forces take this seriously as 
it is the thin end of a wedge of crime, the 
coursers not only cut and damage fences, 
they can be violent, and will use the 
trespass to 'suss out' the area with a view 
to returning to steal.  Coursers should 
NOT be approached or openly 
reported.  Most police suggest phoning on 
101, but if coursing is actually in process 
then 999 is the best route and also ask for 
a log number, which means that the call 
has to be logged and followed up and not 
just 'forgotten' by civilian switchboard 
operators.  Signs of illegal coursing are 
men walking lurcher type dogs in the field, 
and vehicles, sometimes with trade 
plates, parked at the side of a road or 
field.  The police need to know exactly 
where and have the registration 
numbers.  Police can only prosecute if 
they actually catch the men in the act, but 
can build up a picture of their activities 

from information received.’ 

To avoid a hareless tomorrow we need 

to act today and as cyclists we can be on 

the front line playing an important role 

as well as opening our eyes to yet 

another pleasure of cycling, especially 

for leisure. Perhaps the legendary 

reputa�on of hares as messengers will 

provide the catalyst for observers to 

explore more closely the mysterious 

world of nature and all its wonders. 

Tom Jones 

Bricycles Development and Outreach 

whatevers@brighton.gb.net 

Sussex Equine Rangers  
25/8/15 Horse riders are volunteering as “Sussex Equine 

Rangers” in a partnership with Sussex Police: “to tackle 

crime in the countryside and an�-social behaviour.” Led 

by the Mid Sussex neighbourhood police team, a pilot 

scheme is in progress of 18 adult volunteers who while 

out riding their horses in remote areas, “will be the eyes 

and ears and report back anything suspicious to the 

team.”  

The pilot covers Bolney, Warninglid, Twineham, 

Hickstead, Albourne, Pyecombe, Poynings, Fulking, 

Hurspierpoint, Sayers Common and Hassocks.  

Posters (see le�) have been spo&ed in some of these 

areas. How about cyclists doing something similar? 

www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/news/horse-riders-help-fight-rural-crime/ 

Stained glass at the Hare & Hounds pub, 
Preston Circus, Brighton 
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If you have three or four 

days for a quick trip, the 

coast between Calais 

and Dieppe is a pleasant 

route which I recently 

cycled.   

Leaving Dover about noon on a Friday I arrived in Calais and turned west into a strong 

headwind along the D940.  A�er a few easy miles through li�le beach towns there was 

a series of hilly cliff climbs similar to Beachy Head.  A�er 3 or 4 of these I re�red to the 

municipal camp site at Wissant with only 15 miles done.  The warden gave me a 

discount for being on a bike and there were great showers. 

The next day I carried on through the Pas-de-Calais which is 

an interes�ng area full of memories of French aviators and 

of the world wars.  With sandy beaches, good restaurants 

and camp-sites, and great cycling on reasonably quiet 

roads, it would be worth basing a trip here.   

A�er Boulogne the hills con�nued and a French cyclist who 

passed me in the morning stopped on his return to tell me that it became flat around 

Hardelot.  There was more traffic and in the suburbs there were long stretches where 

central reserva�ons made the carriageways too narrow for vehicles to pass bikes.  

Leaving le Touquet, �red and trying to keep right on the edge of the road, I lost control 

and hit the kerb at speed, avoiding disaster by leaping off the bike onto the grass verge, 

as otherwise I would have hit a parked car.  All was well except for chips on my newly-

painted bike.  A�er 45 miles I re�red to a private camp-site in Groffliers.  Many of these 

private sites are silent mini-towns with fixed caravans surrounded by terraces, gardens 

and sheds, where touring cyclists are not catered for.  At Groffliers there was no-one to 

sell me a jeton for the shower although someone arrived to take my money as I le�. 

The next day’s cycling was wind-free on good cycle tracks through Le Parc 

Ornithologique du Marquenterre, to Le Crotoy and then to St Valery-sur-Somme which 

appeared to be a�rac�ve towns full of Sunday diners enjoying the sunshine, and this 

area would also be worth lingering in.  I carried on though, on the D940, again 

encountering hill climbs, towards Le Tréport, being bothered by con�nuous streams of 

cars full of the Sunday diners returning irritably home.  During a cake break in the 

cemetery at Etalondes I no�ced many gravestones already inscribed with the names 

and birth dates of the intended incumbents, and then spent �me thinking about how it 

A speedy spin through the Pas-de-Calais, Picardie 

and Haute 

Normandie  



21 

 

might feel to be so 

prepared for death, 

as I con�nued 

ba�ling with traffic 

on the D925, on one 

occasion being 

shouted at angrily 

for no obvious 

reason.  Not far on, 

with 54 miles done, I 

gratefully found the 

quiet municipal 

campsite at 

Touffreville.  The 

St-Valery-sur-Somme, where William the Conqueror assembled his 
fleet of ships before sailing to invade England in 1066. 

warden didn’t show up so that was a free night with good showers. 

The next morning I braved another long stretch on the plateau of the D925 before 

turning off at St Mar�n-en-Campagne and comple�ng my 15 mile ride into Dieppe along 

a �ny country road festooned with signs warning drivers about cycle safety.  These signs 

would have been welcome on the busier roads.   I did think that French drivers were less 

considerate to cyclists than I previously found them.  However for me the a�rac�ons of 

France include the flower displays and boulangeries of every small hamlet, the smells of 

home cooking, and its close proximity.  Within 30 minutes of arriving in Dieppe I was on 

the 12.30 boat heading home, si4ng very happily on the sunny deck for the dura�on.   

Costs were boat fare £25 each way, train fares and about £10 for the 2 nights’ camping. 

Marie Sansford 

Tony Green of 

Bricycles completed 

all the rides needed 

to qualify for a place 

at the pres�gious 

long-distance French 

ride, but although 

making a promising 

start, he had to stop 

at Carhaix a�er 

cycling 526 km of the 

1230 km route from 

Paris to Brest and 

back.  Follow Tony’s 

Audax progress on 

Facebook 

Paris-Brest-Paris 2015 

www.facebook.com/tony.green.96780671                         Above: Tony on PBP 
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The Devil’s Punchbowl 100 

There was great roadside catering 

by Dave ‘El Supremo’ Hudson, here 

in the photo, for the scenic 100km 

Punchbowl ride on 19
th

 July.  

Riders from Brighton and Hove CTC took part , 

shown le� , and in the other photos. 

Above: uphill on the ride. Right: 

arrival at the Punchbowl.  

The route went 

near Thakeham, 

Loxwood and 

Haslemere. 

The start and 

finish was in 

Steyning. Shown 

right, relaxing at 

the end of the ride 

before the last leg 

back to Brighton & 

Hove. 

Well organised 

and enjoyable! 
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Worthing ‘Street 

Velodrome’ 

The temporary velodrome 

at the Beach House 

Grounds on Worthing  

seafront was a big 

a�rac�on during the 2-day 

cycling fes�val on 1-2 

August. Several riders took 

a tumble as they tried to 

nego�ate the course! There were also family rides,  races, children’s events, 

inclusive cycling and appearances by downhill and BMX champions.  There were 

stalls from Worthing Excelsior, VC Jubilee, ReRide, Vaaru, Cuda, Re-Cycle and 

Halfords. Sponsors included Asda 

and Sussex Transport (haulage and 

warehousing company) who was 

giving away free water bo�les. 

However, the Worthing Cycle 

Forum stand was strangely isolated 

in an adjoining 

car park!  

Event organised 

by arrangement 

with Adur & 

Worthing 

Councils. 
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Shoreham air show disaster 

It’s been a sad and sobering summer with  

Don Lock’s death and the Shoreham air 

show disaster where cyclists Dylan Archer 

and Richard Smith were among 11 vic�ms. 

Traffic issues in Shoreham 

Many cyclists cross the A27 near 

Shoreham Airport. This is a route  

between Shoreham Toll Bridge and 

Coombes Road which goes to 

Steyning. The A27 (including a new 

parallel cycle path) were 

understandably closed ini�ally 

following the terrible air show 

disaster. Cycle route diversion signs 

(above right) were put in place but 

they were extremely difficult to 

interpret.   

We were concerned when the A27 

was reopened for motor vehicles 

(right) but not for cyclists, 

pedestrians or bus users. In the 

past, the Highways Agency (now 

Highways England) expressed a 

wish to close this junc�on. We 

began to contact the relevant 

authori�es (as did others) to check 

that this was not the inten�on, but  

the traffic lights have now been 

replaced and the junc�on is open 

once again (right).  
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Funeral salute for 

Don Lock   

Don Lock who died in a 

roadside a�ack on 16
th

  

July on the  A24 near 

Findon was known to 

many local cyclists. On 

Weds 12
th

 August, 

with a police escort, 

cyclists accompanied 

his funeral procession 

for the 3 miles from 

Broadwater Green to 

Worthing Crema-

torium where extra 

cycle parking was provided. It was a moving scene as cyclists formed an arch salute 

with their front wheels as Don’s coffin was carried into the chapel. 

Sustrans News 

Great to see local “Sustrans Bike It News” covering Brighton 

and Hove. The latest edition highlights the excellent work 

Sustrans does in our schools and the 

amazing achievements of Bike It Ben. 

There’s also a link to a useful little 

guide called “5 small steps to 

something BIG” which gives tips on 

how to “make every week Walk, Scoot 

and Bike to School Week”.  

Also: Sustrans’ “Bike Life” survey, 

conducted in 7 cities:  Belfast, Birmingham, 

Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Greater 

Manchester and Newcastle shows that there is public support for 

investment in cycling and that a lot of people who don't cycle would 

like to take it up.      http://www.sustrans.org.uk/bike-life/overall

West Midlands 

Police launch 

country's first ever 

department to 

support families of 

road traffic vic�ms 

The family liaison unit is 

dedicated to helping 

people who have had 

members of their family 

killed in accidents on 

the roads. It will be part 

of the Force Collision 

Inves�ga�on unit.   

h$p://bit.ly/1PUs7er 
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Opening of Downs Link alternative 

A283 crossing route and riverbank 

'walks for all' path, 25 July 2015 
The crossing is underneath the 

Bramber by-pass road bridge over the 

Adur (West Sussex). The upgraded path 

runs from near St Mary's house on The 

Street in Bramber to the Adur river 

bank, and then down to Botolphs, 

where it joins the South Downs Way 

and Downs Link just north of the 

footbridge near Dacre Gardens. 

2 schemes, 1 opening, with the ribbon cut (just south of the by-pass bridge) by Nick Herbert MP 

Planning and implementa�on of these two 

routes has taken over 4 years: the 

construc�on alone has taken nearly a whole 

year! Which might gives an idea of the 

priority given to these schemes by WSCC. 

Nevertheless, they do represent an 

improvement over the previous state, 

although a full realignment of the Downs Link 

(the current alterna�ve crossing represents a 

0.8km diversion), together with an all 

weather surface would have been the 

preferred op�on for those who see the 

Downs Link as a poten�ally useful 

north/south sustainable travel link, not just a 

recrea�onal path. 
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The £77k alterna�ve A283 crossing route was 

primarily funded by a £50k DfT cycling 

ambi�on grant, and was led by the South 

Downs Local Access Forum. The Steyning & 

District Community Partnership 'walks for all' 

path had various sources for its circa £75k 

budget, including the Big Society Fund and 

SDNPA’s People and Places budget. 

Ironically, as the 'walks for all' path surface 

alongside the river is as good, if not be&er, 

than the exis�ng Downslink bridleway, many 

cyclists travelling north will be tempted to 

stay on the riverbank, ignoring the old path / 

bridleway sign post just north of the Dacre 

Gardens footbridge. 

The Downs Link turns west here, towards 

Annington. The Adur is on the right of the 

photo above. 

Indeed, as the opening party reached the 

riverbank on its way to the A283 road bridge 

(photo above) it was met by a couple of 

mountain bikers and, whilst organising the 

ribbon cu0ng, a group of three foreign 

touring cyclists appeared travelling north 

along the riverbank path. 

Many of the old finger posts have been 

renewed (above le�). But only a radical 

upgrade to the Downs Link surface e.g. an 

all weather hard 

surface, might tempt 

cyclists away from the 

more scenic riverbank. 

The surface of both routes 

is West Sussex County 

Council’s preferred 

crushed limestone 'dust', 

which is usually OK in dry 

weather provided the drainage is good, but is 

prone to being cut up by horses’ hooves. It should 

also be noted that there is a fair bit of glass in the 

top surface, although it has been 'weathered' to 

some extent, and is not that sharp.  

The views remain pleasant though…. 

And all users seem to enjoy the new routes. 

Mike Croker, Bramber, 2015 

(Slightly shortened from Mike’s excellent full report.) 
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 East Sussex news items 

Bexhill Has�ngs Link Road update 

The latest informa�on we have is: 

• the road will open on or around the 

2
nd

 November 

• there will be a new bus service 

opera�ng between Bexhill – Tesco – 

Has�ngs. It will be an extension of 

the current 21 route with three 

vehicles available 

• bus lane construc�on along the 

exis�ng A259 will begin in February 

2016 

All of this is, of course, subject to 

confirma�on and possible revision, and 

no details of frequencies of the 

proposed bus service were given. 

Derrick Coffee, The Has�ngs Alliance 
 

• Many ques�ons remain about the quality 

and readiness of the “Greenway” cycling 

& walking facility next to the BHLR. 
 

Speed reduc	on in East Sussex  
East Sussex County Council is making 

£125,000 of Public Health Grant Funding 

available for speed reduc�on at six sites: the 

A259 Buckle bypass near Bishopstone; 

Ringles Cross near Uckfield;  near 

Wivelsfield; Blackham, near Ba&le, and 

between Herstmonceux and Magham 

Down. The A267 at Argos Hill was rejected 

for speed reduc�on due to the higher costs 

involved. See: h&p://bit.ly/1NzoZ5j 

Objec�ons to 

planning 

applica�ons in 

East Sussex (and 

why) 
 

Queensway 

Gateway Road,  St 

Leonards-on-sea 

HS/FA/14/00832 

The previous 

applica�on was 

quashed by the High 

Court. A new 

proposal would lead 

to more traffic, 

more air pollu�on 

and more 

environmental 

damage.  
 

Cockshut Road, 

Lewes, 

SDNP/15/04391/ 

CND 

“Varia�on to allow 

vans requiring 

access to Rise Farm 

for business 

purposes to do so 

via the Stanley 

Turner Sports 

Ground and 

Kingston Road, 

Lewes.”  

Cockshut Road is a 

narrow lane which 

was  never intended 

for private or 

commercial 

vehicular traffic. An 

alterna�ve route is 

available for this 

traffic.  Cockshut 

Road is going to be 

designated as a 

bridleway and 

become part of the 

long-awaited Egrets 

Way safe cycling 

and walking route. If 

commercial vehicles 

are permi�ed to use 

Cockshut Road, 

other drivers will 

follow. The 

presence of motor 

traffic would 

enormously reduce 

the value and 

a�rac�veness of the 

route to cyclists, 

walkers and 

equestrians. There 

would be an 

increase in real and 

perceived hazards 

due to the motor 

traffic. The Egrets 

Way project which 

has great poten�al 

to provide safe 

access for 

vulnerable road 

users, and to 

improve Public 

Health would be 

adversely affected.  

Good news that the Newhaven-Dieppe 

ferry route has been saved again by the 

French!  

h�p://bit.ly/1PSNXQp 
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     Diary 

Bricycles 

Christmas Social Mee�ng 

at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 

2nd December 

at  

'Memories of India'  

The Boardwalk ,  

9b The Waterfront, 

Brighton Marina BN2 5WA 

Contact Tom Jones by 

November 25
th

 on  

01273 945407 or 

07775736126  

if you would like to come 

along so he can reserve a 

table. 

London-Brighton-Paris Bike Train 

Sun 6 - 13 Dec 2015 

Mass 5-day ride to the Paris COP-21 climate 

talks, converging with others from Europe. 

www.facebook.com/groups/biketrain/ 

Bonfire Bike Train to 

Lewes 

5 November at 17:30 

From The Level , 

Brighton 

See: “Bonfire Bike Train 

to Lewes” on Facebook  

Pedal in Preston Park 

Saturday 31 October at 10:00  

The 6
th

 Pedal in Preston Park takes place at the 

velodrome in Preston Park, Brighton. Registering 

costs £10 for adults, U16s are free. All monies 

raised will be split between The Motor Neurone 

Disease Associa�on  www.mndassocia�on.org/ 

and The Martlets 

Hospice. Choose to 

do as many laps as 

you want or 

a�empt the 137 

lap challenge (50 

miles) either as 

part of a team or 

individually. See www.pedalinprestonpark.co.uk 

Mass ride /walk,  Sun 29
th

 Nov 

Eastbourne Cycle Campaign 

Group’s climate change event. 

Cyclists / walkers meet at 3:30pm by the Lifeboat 

Museum next to the Wish Tower Slopes. Ride / walk 

to Sovereign Harbour. Decorate your bike with lights.  

h&p://bespokecyclegroup.org.uk/ 

 

 

Na�onal demo for climate, jus�ce and jobs! 

Sun Nov 29 - London march - Park Lane 

#ClimateJus�ceJobs    #PeoplesMarch  

Bob McHardy’s Memorial 

Meander 

100km star�ng at 09.00 from 

Hailsham Leisure Centre 

Sunday 29th November 2015 

Finish by 15:40 

Fee: £8.00    

Closing date: 22 Nov 2015 

h�p://www.aukweb.net/ 
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“Orcas” & access to 

Brighton Station 
 

Last issue I asked you for 

your views on the 

“orcas” (right) or cycle 

lane delineators installed at the top of 

Queens Road, plus any broader points 

on access to  Brighton Sta�on.  

Note: The orcas are no longer there. 

Some people liked the orcas because they 

signified to them greater separa�on from 

traffic. Some hated them as unnecessary, 

largely invisible hazards which were also at 

the wrong loca�on. Some commented that 

the cycle lane and the orcas should at least 

be brightly coloured. Some also men�oned 

kerb separa�on to deter traffic. There were 

nega�ve responses on Facebook including 

those from motorcycle groups who 

campaign against orcas. Parking in the 

cycle lane has con�nued both with and 

without the orcas.  

Some of your comments below: 
 

“My thoughts on the Orcas: I understand 

the concern that pedestrians, cyclist or 

motorcyclists may trip up on them; 

nevertheless,  physical segrega�on 

between cyclists and motor vehicles has to 

be the long-term aim if we want to increase 

cycling safety and uptake.  Features like 

Orcas or Armadillos are a step in the 

right direc�on; if highway users can 

navigate curbs, bins and lamp posts,  surely 

they can get used to Orcas.” Mar�n 
 

“Orcas are the wrong infrastructure for this 

situa�on. They are a real hazard not just for 

cyclists, but also for pedestrians crossing 

the road, especially those with visual 

impairment. Some people seem more 

interested in ge�ng novel infrastructure 

instated rather than promo�ng the ac�vity 

(i.e. cycling).” Tony 
 

“The orcas, or dead slugs - saw them this am 

en-route to station. The problem is I think that 

of finding a safe way of separating traffic 

without separating the cycle track. They might 

help to warn wandering drivers but require 

careful and observant cycling!”  Marie 
 

“The orcas I think will be helpful in 

affording some protec�on - more by 

changing driver behaviour than their 

physical defensive proper�es as they are 

designed to be driven over . E.g. buses may 

need to encroach into the cycle track, but 

because of the orcas they don't just swing 

out expec�ng everyone else to accomm-

odate them, they exercise greater cau�on 

and use slower speed. So Orcas welcome - 

and perhaps could be usefully  deployed on 

Jubilee Street, where - as paint won't 

adhere to the road surface - the contraflow 

is very poorly marked.” Simon 
 

“[Orcas] are an old-fashioned remedy 

masquerading with modern design and over-

promoted by the manufacturers. ” Tom 
 

“As I was heading north towards the 

sta�on a beer delivery lorry came down 

from the sta�on straddled the “orcas” and 

then parked immediately in front of me. I 

had to brake and stop to avoid hi�ng it. I 

was flabbergasted. Didn’t even wait un�l I 

had passed before parking in the cycle lane. 

Le�ers 
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I calmly explained my view. The driver said 

that the loading bay was full. I couldn’t 

cycle round the lorry into the on-coming 

traffic so I had to walk to the sta�on. In 

my view something to separate the cycle 

lane from the on-coming traffic is good... A 

parked car can be a hazard since it forces 

me into the oncoming traffic against the 

one-way. Especially concerning when I’m 

cycling with [my young daughter].” Gary 
 

The route for cyclists to/from the sta�on. 

The contraflow cycle lane ends on the 

pavement. An arrow directs riders straight 

into new cycle parking which  obstructs a 

con�nuous direct route into the sta�on. 

The pavement is an unsegregated route, 

so it’s OK to ride on it and cross at the 

toucan. There were several comments 

that the arrangements were disjointed 

and confusing, and one that nevertheless 

it was be�er than approaching from 

Surrey Street.  
 

Here’s one email message: 
   

“Here’s my feedback on the cycle access to 

Brighton station. This is written from the 

perspective of someone who is not a regular 

visitor to the station so it may give a flavour 

of how it appears to first time visitors. 

When I rode along Queens Road yesterday 

the ‘orcas’ had gone but I don’t think they 

would have made a great deal of difference 

anyway. Anything that small just gets driven 

over and will soon end up broken (which is 

what I assume happened to these ones).  

Access to the sta�on for people on bikes is 

absolutely dreadful. It is dangerous, 

confusing and uninvi�ng. The short stretch 

of contra-flow cycle lane at the top of 

Queens Road does give some protec�on 

but then it abruptly ends in some bike 

stands and a pedestrian crossing heaving 

with people. Where exactly are you 

supposed to go? Why is it only an advisory 

cycle lane? 

The junction just before the start of the 

contra-flow is highly dangerous. Drivers 

expect you to be going left and they turn left 

on the outside of you unaware that you are 

going straight on. The early-start traffic lights 

aren’t much use unless you’re a fit youngster 

at the front on the queue ready to roar off. 

For ordinary people it’s a death trap. You are 

starting on a hill so it’s difficult to get much 

speed up even if you are at the front of the 

queue. What are you supposed to do if you’re 

not at the front? 

Cycling both up and down Queens Road is 

highly unnerving. You need to keep a 

constant eye out for pedestrians jumping off 

the pavement and you are squeezed by buses 

overtaking you on the other side. It’s bad 

enough having to deal with a steep hill on a 

bike (in both directions) without having to 

look out for all the other hazards as well. 

There are very few signs telling you how to 

reach the sta�on by bike. When I was 

approaching the sta�on I saw several 

groups of foreign cycle tourists who were 

obviously completely lost. 

 Is there any reason why this whole sec�on 

north of Gloucester Road is not closed to 

cars? There’s a really good car drop off at 

the back of the sta�on. 

 To a.ract more people to ride to the 

sta�on there needs to be a wide fully 

segregated cycle route all the way to and 

from the sta�on that is protected from 

cars, buses and taxis.” Peter 

There was also criticism of “daft 'designer' 

cycle parking” which is oval shaped.  Thanks 

to Henry for the photos of cycle lanes in 

Seville  (maybe to be included in the next 

issue!). Thanks to everyone who wrote in.  

Becky Reynolds 
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Bricycles contacts 
Find Bricycles on Facebook & Twi�er 

Deadline for letters, articles, and 
anything of interest:  
20 December 2015 
Send to the Editor 
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Tony Green 
01273 552662 
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Be a Bricycles Ranger! 

 

Join our cycle rangers and 

‘keep an eye’ on areas in 

Brighton and Hove (& further 

afield).  Report to Tom Jones, 

Development & Outreach.  


