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Brighton & Hove Cycling Campaign 

www.bricycles.org.uk 

Council backs Space 

for Cycling campaign 
In a landmark step, Brighton and Hove City 

Councillors voted to support the Space for 

Cycling campaign at the Environment, Transport 

and Sustainability commi"ee in November. 

The mo$on was tabled by Cllr. Pete West, and 

passed by Labour and Green councillors vo$ng in 

favour. Conserva$ve members abstained 

following their unsuccessful call for a report 

about costs. The Labour 

Chair, Councillor Gill 

Mitchell, asked Brighton and 

Hove City Council’s Chief 

Execu$ve Officer to sign the 

council up to the Space for 

Cycling ini$a$ve. See page 2 

BikeShare scheme for Brighton and Hove 
Brighton & Hove City Council’s BikeShare scheme developed with the Clinical 

Commissioning Group will be in place by May 2017. 430 bikes will be available 

from 50 docking sta$ons on the seafront, university sites on the A27 and other City 

loca$ons. If successful, more hubs could be established at Preston Park and 

Portslade sta$ons. Adam Pride, Bricycles Secretary was interviewed at Brighton 

Sta$on by BBC Radio Sussex in response to the good news.      See page 3 

“Time to Cycle” 

heroes took the 

climate message to 

Paris!  See pages 16-17 

Preston Park Cycle Track 

deal agreed! See page 7 
 

URGENT! Help needed 

with Bricycles stall! 

See Diary, page 31 

space 
for 

cycling 
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No change at George Street 

Brighton and Hove City Council 

consulted on the traders’ request for 

George Street’s summer “pedestrian 

only” hours, (Monday to Saturday 

10am to 6pm between 1 April and 30 

October) to be reduced to be the 

same as the winter hours of Monday 

to Saturday 10am to 4pm, from 1 

November to 31 March. 

Bricycles responded to the 

consulta$on in August, reques$ng that 

Local Transport News  

Brighton backs S4C 
(Contd. from front page.) 

Bricycles is a long-term promoter of 

the Space for Cycling campaign which 

calls on councils to improve the 

quality of life for all, by making our 

streets and roads safer and more 

invi$ng for everyone to cycle. The 

themes are • Protected space on 

main roads and at junc$ons • 

Removal of through motor traffic on 

residen$al streets. • Lower speed 

limits. • Cycle-friendly town centres • 

Routes through green spaces and 

parks • Safe routes to schools. 

The commi"ee noted the benefits 

cycling brings and the investments 

made in the City suppor$ng cycling 

that have led to a rise in cycling and 

gained na$onal and interna$onal 

recogni$on 

The mo$on asked for a request to be 

made to the Secretary of State for 

Transport for increased funding for 

cycling; it called on councillors to 

consider joining the campaign and 

for improvement to cycle 

infrastructure to be a priority in the 

Local Transport Plan.  

Seconding the mo$on, Cllr. 

Greenbaum noted that there were 

175 deaths annually in the City 

caused by vehicle emissions. 

See h"p://bit.ly/1PFbhyV Agenda 

item 43, star$ng at 00:49:03  

Gill Mitchell, Chair (Labour) 

Maggie Barradell, Deputy Chair 

(Labour) 

Tony Janio, Opposi$on 

Spokesperson (Conserva$ve) 

Pete West, Group Spokesperson 

(Green) 

Peter Atkinson, Labour 

Louisa Greenbaum, Green 

Joe Miller, Conserva$ve 

Robert Nemeth, Conserva$ve 

Geoffrey Theobald, Conserva$ve 

Alan Robins, Labour 

Environment, Transport & 

Sustainability Commi1ee [ETS] 
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BikeShare for Brighton 
(Contd. from front page.) 

£1.16 million funding has been won 

from the Local Growth Fund budget of 

the Coast to Capital Local Enterprise 

Partnership’s Local Transport Body. 

A further £290,000 will come from Local 

Transport Plan funding and other 

sources to make £1.45 million in total. 

Consulta$on on loca$ons of the hubs 

will be carried out with residents, 

businesses, councillors and others in the 

scheme area. The BikeShare scheme is 

due to start in May 2017 and will run for 

three years, func$oning similarly to the 

scheme in London.  

There will be an invita$on to tender for 

an ini$al 3 year contract for running the 

scheme with an op$on to extend. The 

operator would supply the bikes and 

equipment as well as managing and 

maintaining the service. The operator, 

not the council, would be liable for any 

revenue losses. 

The scheme was supported by the Local 

Transport Body because it is expected to 

contribute towards the LEP’s Strategic 

Economic Plan ambi$on to deliver 

public transport infrastructure, walking 

and cycling improvements across the 

city to improve connec$vity between 

developments, the city centre and more 

local / district centres.  

The scheme was approved at the ETS 

cycling should be allowed at any $me and 

that pedestrians’ greatest problem was 

with motor vehicles. In Nov 2015, the ETS 

commi"ee decided that George Street 

would retain its current hours of closure 

to traffic unchanged. 

commi"ee on Nov 24
th

 (two days 

before the successful funding award) 

where all par$es expressed their 

support for the proposals and 

Councillor West said that credit should 

go to former Councillor Ian Davey who 

had been instrumental in 

pursuing funding. 

See Ian Davey’s arcle 

on pages 4-5 

Local Transport Plan Future 

priori:es 

The LTP was approved  in March 2015. 

Projects have been put forward for 

funding to the Local Enterprise 

Partnership (Coast to Capital) which 

has £60m to invest in Sustainability 

and Resilience projects up to 2020/21. 
 

On 24 November, the ETS Commi"ee 

agreed to priori$se the following as 

part of the council’s Local Transport 

Plan capital programme between 

2015/16 and 2018/19: 

1. Policy – a Transport Carbon 

Reduc$on Plan; an Interchange 

Strategy (inc. provision for coaches, 

their drivers and passengers). 

2.  Projects – ‘Gateway to the Sea’ and 

Church Road, Hove; Seafront 

Structures (Shelter Hall) adjacent to 

the Waterfront Central site. 

3.  Programmes of investment – Local 

Shopping Centre: Boundary/Sta$on 

Road, Portslade 

 and the development of a Citywide 

‘Traffic’ Network Management 

Strategy. 
 

Cycle Parking: See pages 10-11 
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It is said that sharing 

is the new having. 
From Airbnb to borrowing 

a neighbour's lawnmower: 

sharing or collabora:ve 

consump:on can help us 

u:lise underused capacity 

within our assets.  

In many ways transport has 

been at the forefront of the 

move into a sharing 

economy. Brighton & Hove 

was one of the first ci$es in 

the UK to embrace car 

sharing and there are now 

over 100 City Car Club 

vehicles 

(www.citycarclub.co.UK) in 

the city. Sharing a vehicle 

has replaced owning one 

for many city residents and 

businesses. Buses, trains 

and taxis are of course the 

most familiar examples of 

transport sharing. Then 

there is LyN, BlaBlaCar, 

Uber and now UberPool 

which u$lise spare capacity 

in private vehicles. Uber 

was recently granted a 

license to operate a taxi 

service in the city so we will 

watch developments with 

interest. With regard to 

bike sharing the UK is far 

behind much of the rest of 

the world but we are now 

star$ng to catch up. 

Confirma$on of £1.16m 

grant to the city from the 

Local Enterprise Partnership 

means that we can look 

forward to a bike sharing 

scheme star$ng here in 

2017. 

Bike share systems have 

been around for many years 

with the Amsterdam free 

white bikes in the 1960’s 

considered to be the first 

genera$on. Bikes painted 

white were leN around for 

anybody to use. Alas the 

lack of security meant that 

bikes disappeared and too 

oNen ended up in the 

canals. Free schemes 

elsewhere suffered similar 

fates.  

Second genera$on systems 

such as in Copenhagen in 

the 1990’s used a coin or 

token deposit system much 

like we may use for a 

supermarket trolley today. 

These systems offered fixed 

sta$ons so people knew 

where to look for a bike and 

where they could take it 

back to. Unfortunately 

system failings par$cularly a 

lack of user accountability 

meant that those searching 

for a bike were oNen 

disappointed as the 20 

An introduc:on 

to bike sharing 

by Ian Davey 
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krona deposit provided inadequate 

incen$ve to guarantee they were returned 

and made available when not in use.  

Technological advances have proved to be 

the key factor in the success of the current 

third genera$on systems that are now 

spreading rapidly across the world. These 

‘smart’ systems combine fixed sta$ons and 

real-$me gps communica$on with smart 

and contactless cards together 

with web and smartphone apps to 

allow users to register quickly and 

easily and to find a bike when and 

where they want one. 

So how will the system look here? 

Much of that will be finalised 

through the procurement process 

which the city council will start in 

the new year. But the best 

indica$ons come from looking at 

what is currently on offer 

elsewhere in the UK and abroad. 

On the home front most people know of 

the popularly named ‘Boris bikes’ I. 

London. The officially named London 

Santander cycles (formerly Barclays) run 

for Transport for London by Serco has now 

been in opera$on since 2010 and is due 

for renewal in the near future. More 

recent implementa$ons in smaller ci$es 

such as  Liverpool, Glasgow, Belfast, Bath 

and Reading probably give us a be"er idea 

of what we may see here.  

These systems successfully marry modern 

technology with enhanced tradi$onal 

bicycles to produce systems that work for 

both long term and casual users. Long 

term users will typically pay a membership 

fee of around £50-70 per year whilst 

casual members will pay a daily or weekly 

rate. Once registered the first 30mins is 

usually free with modest charges for 

longer use. The tariffs are designed to 

encourage short term use with bikes being 

returned on journey comple$on so that 

others may use them. The bikes tend to be 

robust, durable and built for comfort. 

Typically they will have hub brakes, three 

speed hub gears, dynamo lights and 

enclosed chain or even shaN drive. Built to 

survive the UK climate even down here by 

the sea. 

Bike sharing has the poten$al to be the 

next big step in the city on the journey to 

more people cycling, more oNen. 

Experience elsewhere shows that, 

par$cularly when combined with 

infrastructure and other road safety 

improvements,  a well run bike share 

system can help bring about incremental 

changes in people's travel habits. As more 

people cycle and fewer people own and 

drive their own cars, par$cularly in the city 

centre, increased physical ac$vity could 

result in public health improvements with 

the added benefits of fewer vehicles on 

the roads reducing both conges$on and 

pollu$on. That sounds like a winner all 

around to me. 

Ian Davey was a councillor and the Lead 
Member for Transport at Brighton and Hove 
City Council un*l May 2015. 
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Pedal in Preston Park 

The 6
th

 Pedal in Preston Park at 

Brighton’s velodrome on 31 Oct 

2015 was supported by several 

cycling clubs. Alison Lewis, who 

campaigns for Save the Preston 

Park Cycle Track and is also a 

Bri$sh Cycling Breeze Champion 

was there in a smart cycling 

ouSit! (right on bike). There were 

stalls and refreshments. Funds 

raised will be go to The Motor 

Neurone Disease Associa$on 

www.mndassocia$on.org/ and The Martlets 

Hospice. See: www.pedalinprestonpark.co.uk 
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Bri$sh Cycling and Brighton & Hove City 

Council have agreed funding for work on 

the Preston Park Cycling Track. 

Work will commence early in 2016 and is 

scheduled for comple$on in the spring. 

The total cost is £160,000, most of which is 

being funded by a grant award from Bri$sh 

Cycling, with the remaining £50,000 

coming from sec$on 106 funding 

contribu$ons from planning applica$ons. 

John Mills, Bri$sh Cycling Coaching, 

Educa$on and Development director said: 

“Preston Park provides an excellent, traffic

-free cycling facility, which is of great value 

to the people of Brighton and the wider 

South East Region.  We are delighted to 

have agreed a partnership funding 

package for the work which will see this 

track return to full opera$on in the 

spring.” 

Council leader, Warren Morgan, said: 

“This announcement is excellent news for 

the cycling community. The Preston Park 

velodrome is a much loved part of our 

city’s history, being the oldest cycling track 

in the country. The funds will be put to 

good use to replace the fencing and carry 

out minor repairs. 

“The track is used by riders of all abili$es 

and aNer the repairs are completed 

everyone will be able to enjoy it, knowing 

it is a safer and refurbished place to cycle. 

It will also be wonderful for the Track 

League to return as it is a great community 

event every week, bringing people 

together from all over Sussex and further 

afield to compete in or spectate the 

racing.” 

Major cuts to City Rangers?  
The Ranger Service maintain bridleways 

and off-road cycle paths as well as 

many other tasks in parks and 

countryside. It should be seen as an 

essen$al service. Brighton and Hove 

Friends of the Earth and the Friends of 

Hollingbury & Burstead Woods + others 

organised a well a"ended demo on 19 

January at Ronuk Hall, Portslade as the 

ETS members met, to protest at the 

proposed cuts. 

Defini:ve map reminder 
Do you know bridleways, byways 

(BOATS), footpaths or other routes that 

you think there is a public right to use?  

Get them listed! See BHCC’s website: 

h"p://bit.ly/1T6pyG1 

and follow the instruc$ons. Also copy 

to Andrew at colemanaj@ntlworld.com 

Local Access Forum news 

Valley Gardens 

At least £8 million Local Growth Fund 

funding from the Local Enterprise Board 

is on hold while the Council carries out 

more traffic data collec$on and 

modelling. A report will go to the ETS 

Commi"ee in March 2016. 

Funding for Preston Park 

velodrome 
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Fit to Drive? 

New draN guidance from the General 

Medical Council emphasises a doctor’s 

duty to inform the DVLA where a pa$ent 

con$nues to drive against medical 

advice. A consulta$on is in progress. 
 

Prescrip:on medicines 
Although it’s illegal in England and 

Wales to drive if legal drugs impair your 

driving, you may be surprised to hear 

that you are allowed to drive aNer 

taking drugs including benzodiazepines 

and opiates if, as stated in government 

guidance, you’ve been prescribed them, 

followed advice on how to take them by 

a healthcare professional and “they 

aren’t causing you to be unfit to drive 

even if you’re above the specified 

limits.” Who’s checking?  

h"ps://www.gov.uk/drug-driving-law 
 

Mobile phone use in cars 

In December, the DfT published a Road 

Safety Statement with proposals on 

dangerous in-car mobile phone use. An 

increase from 3 to 4 points, with 6 

points for drivers of HGVs. However "the 

vast majority of first $me offenders will 

not incur a fixed penalty no$ce or 

penalty points but will instead be 

offered an educa$onal course."   

 

Whiplash claims 

In the Autumn Statement, the 

Chancellor announced a consulta$on on 

ending compensa$on for minor injuries 

to reduce motor insurance premiums. 

There are as yet no safeguards for 

pedestrians and cyclists hit by vehicles. 

Claims under £5,000 could end up in 

small claims court without legal 

representa$on. 

Support for Road Crime Vic:ms 

Improvements to the Code of Prac:ce 

for Vic:ms of Crime are to be imple-

mented thanks to 1,800 supporters 

who wrote to the Government in 

support of CTC’s campaign in 2015. 

Duncan Dollimore, CTC's Road safety 

and legal campaigns officer said: “The 

Code of Prac$ce gave vic$ms various 

rights, but excluded most vic$ms of 

motoring offences. Now the code has 

been extended so that vic$ms who 

report a crime are en$tled to receive a 

wri"en acknowledgement from the 

police sta$ng the basic elements of the 

crime - this is par$cularly helpful for 

any cyclists repor$ng incidents who 

struggle to obtain a proper response 

from the police.”  
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1. Arch of ribbons in memoriam, next 

to Shoreham Toll Bridge. 

2. Seafront disrup$on nr. West Street. 

3. One of many “Deliveroo” cycle 

couriers with unwieldy pack. 

4. Adur Ferry bridge, Shoreham: 11 

panels smashed. 

5. A stencil: How they paint bicycle 

symbols on cycle paths! (Seafront) 

6. New bike racks, Hove Lagoon. 

1 

 

3 

5 4 

6 

2 

1 
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Recently I spent a week in Bristol, a 

city slightly bigger than Brighton but, 

it seems to me, fewer cyclists. 

However there are plenty of cycle 

stands and usually free space to lock 

one’s bicycle easily. In Brighton and 

Hove the situa$on is a li"le different; 

although there are many cycle stands 

and the Council put in more every 

year, they do not keep up with the 

demand for cycle parking. Usually, 

for example, it is quite difficult to 

park in the city centre as spaces are 

at a premium. Apart from some fairly 

well-hidden stands to the right 

behind Smiths in Churchill Square 

and my favourite ones in King Place, 

where there are always spaces 

including some under shelter, the 

stands are always full. The joy of 

biking from shop to shop is denied.  

Other areas of Brighton seem to fare 

as badly; delivering concert leaflets 

oNen around the area I no$ce that 

there are seldom many stands and 

plenty of bikes leN chained to railings 

or street furniture. Hanover and 

Queens Park are par$cularly bad and 

it may well be that the parking 

problems for car drivers and the 

clu"er of cars along residen$al roads 

would be eased if more people were 

encouraged to cycle and felt able to 

secure their bikes properly. 

The situa$on in surrounding villages 

appears worst of all. Many villages 

lack any cycle stands as do many 

areas of scenic interest. The lovely 

Undercliff ride between the Marina 

and Saltdean has no stands for bikes 

even at the cafés and toilets. 

As Brighton and Hove City Council is 

very open to sugges$ons for crea$ng 

new cycle parking, the solu$on is to 

some extent in our hands. We firstly 

need an accurate and detailed 

picture of where there is need. This 

can be part of our Bricycles Rangers’ 

remit but also I would be grateful if 

members would contact me directly 

if they have sugges$ons. Obviously 

CYCLE PARKING 

Taking a stand on  
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the more prac$cal these are, the 

more likely they are to be 

implemented. Ergo, some 

informa$on; the Council install 

two types of stands: the Sheffield 

Stands are the free-standing ones 

that you see on the pavement (as 

in the photo at the beginning of 

this ar$cle). These are placed 80 

cms apart. If there is no room on 

the pavement but there is road 

space, a bank of Pedal Cycle Parking Places (PCPPS) is installed (as shown 

above). Both types of stands may be requested.  

The Council can respond to requests to remove abandoned bikes that 

clu"er some cycle stands. These can be removed with a week’s no$ce (local 

councils usually give two weeks, a note being leN on the bike) under 

sec$ons 148/149 of the 1980 

Highways Act. 

I feel that the best way to get 

results is to co-ordinate our 

efforts and I’m happy to do this. 

We should not only get new 

parking spaces for bikes but 

hopefully avoid the vagaries of 

the law surrounding chaining and 

removal of bikes from railings and 

street furniture which is a 

quagmire in itself! 

Tom Jones, Bricycles Development and Outreach 

Latest news: Further cycle parking will be funded by £40,000 from the Local 

Transport Plan money. Provision was considered at the Environment, Transport and 

Sustainability (ETS) mee$ng chaired by Cllr. Gill Mitchell on January 19
th

 including 

Bartholomews, Bonchurch Road, Broad Street, Devonshire Place, Eaton Place, 

Franklin Street and Walpole Terrace, plus contraflow cycling in Arundel Place and 

Eastern Place. Cllr. Pete West raised cycle parking h"p://bit.ly/1IgzPZJ at the 

November ETS mee$ng where more cycle parking was agreed at Arundel Place, 

Egremont Place, Hove Park Villas, Richardson Road and Ruskin Road.  
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Air quality 
ClientEarth, the campaigning legal 

charity who won a Supreme Court 

victory in 2015 forcing the 

Government to come up with plans to 

get air pollu$on within legal limits, say 

they are taking the Government back 

to court because DEFRA’s proposals 

fall far short of the ac$on necessary. 

Air pollu$on in London exceeded the 

legal limit for the whole of 2016 by 8 

January.  h"p://www.clientearth.org/ 

Funny weather we’ve been having... 

December 2015 was the warmest since 

records began in 1910 and the we"est of any 

calendar month on record. Temperatures 

were 5 to 6 °C above average in southern 

England with 191% of average rainfall. Sussex 

rivers such as the Ouse (here shown at 

Lewes), the Uck, Cuckmere and Adur were 

high. The road to Barcombe was flooded and 

the Winterbourne in Lewes flowed again. 

There was a flood alert for Patcham as the Wellesbourne re-emerged.  

More than 

50,000 people 

took part in the 

Climate Change 

march in London 

on Sun Nov 29. 

It was well 

supported by 

many local 

campaigns / 

campaigners 

including 

Brighton Climate 

Ac$on Network 

and Bike Train 

with Duncan 

Blinkhorn, the 

Campaign for 

Be"er Transport 

with Chris Todd 

(in polar bear ouSit) and Derrick Coffee, Friends of the Earth’s Brenda Pollock and 

many others.  (Photo: Derrick Coffee, CBT) 
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Gold star for CTC! 

CTC won its “Zero Stars for 

Eurostar” campaign launched 

with the European Cyclists’ 

Federa$on to oppose new 

rules making cyclists box up 

their bikes. Eurostar backed 

down. 10,300 people signed 

the pe$$on. 

 

MBE for CTC’s Roger 

Congratula$ons to CTC’s 

Policy Director Roger Geffen 

who was presented with an 

MBE for services to cycling at 

Buckingham Palace on 18 

December 2015. He wanted 

it to be shared with all cycling 

volunteers and campaigners 

in the UK who are an 

inspira$on as he strives to 

make ‘MBE’ stand for ‘more 

bikes everywhere’. 

 

New Year Honours 

Chris Froome, described as a 

“Professional Road Racing 

Cyclist” was awarded an OBE 

for services to cycling. He was 

the first Briton to win the 

Tour de France twice. 

Also included on the New 

Year’s list was Bob Howden, 

President of Bri$sh Cycling 

who also receives an OBE for 

services to cycling. He has 

had a long career in 

volunteering. 

££££ for cycling? 

We have not yet seen adequate funding 

for the na$onal Cycling and Walking 

Investment Strategy (CWIS) . 

The Chancellor’s announcement in his 

Autumn Statement that only £300m 

would be available for cycling over the 

dura$on of this Parliament was very 

disappoin$ng. Also, much of this funding 

does not appear to be “new money”, but 

has already been announced/allocated to 

Highways England, the eight 'Cycling 

Ambi$on Ci$es', and Bikeability training. 

The 'Statement of Funds Available' (SoFA) 

is expected imminently which the 

Department for Transport says will 

support the 'Investment Plan' for the 

CWIS.  

Bricycles believes that it would make 

sense to reallocate some of the £15 

billion for road building to cycling instead. 

Priori$sing walking and cycling is 

supported by the Department for 

Transport. Their recent stated aim is for 

“walking and cycling to become the 

natural choices for shorter journeys”. 

Their guidance is that “cycling and 

walking are the first considera$on of any 

new street design or maintenance 

programme”. They recognise that “places 

with cycling and walking at their heart 

will help us to achieve our ambi$ons to 

tackle air pollu$on and climate change by 

reducing road traffic.” We need to see 

funding to enable this. 
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Industry’s cycling manifesto 

The “Construc$on Industry Cycling 

Commission” (CICC) has published 

a 10-point manifesto to reduce the 

HGV threat to cyclists. HGVs are 

only 3.5% of traffic across London 

yet they are involved in 57% of 

crashes in which a cyclist has been 

killed (2007 – 2014). Many of those 

crashes are with HGVs involved in 

construc$on ac$vi$es. 76% of 

collisions occurred at junc$ons 

62% of cycle fatali$es at traffic 

signals involve large vehicles 

turning leN or moving off. 

The manifesto calls on companies 

to invest in safer vehicles and to 

adopt the Construc$on Logis$cs 

and Cyclist Safety (CLoCS) standard 

as a default requirement on all 

construc$on schemes. CICC also 

asks local authori$es to use Sec$on 

106 agreements to enforce safety 

measures. 

Thanks to www.ctc.org.uk/ and 

www.cyclingcommission.org/ for 

informa$on. 

END LORRY DANGER 

Haulage company  

loses licence 
When an HGV driver fell asleep at 

the wheel near Newquay in July 

2013, two cyclists riding Lands End 

to John O’Groats were killed. In an 

inves$ga$on, the Driver Vehicle 

Standards Agency (DVSA) iden$fied 

that consecu$ve shiNs had been 

worked despite rules against this. 

The driver in this case was found 

guilty of causing the cyclists’ deaths 

by dangerous driving and a separate 

offence of dangerous driving seven 

weeks later when he drove into the 

rear of another vehicle. He was 

sentenced to 8½ years. 

The licence as an HGV Operator for 

Frys Logis$cs Limited was revoked 

in November 2015 by Sarah Bell, 

Traffic Commissioner for the West 

of England who said that this was 

"By far the worst case I have seen 

since I started as a Traffic 

Commissioner in 2007." 

However, the Health and Safety 

Execu$ve has declined to prosecute 

the employer because this does not 

fit its ‘policy’ and ‘another 

authority’ could do so. 

CTC has been campaigning to 

strengthen the enforcement of the 

law regarding lorry operators and 

has made submissions on HGV 

regula$on to the Transport 

Commi"ee Inquiry into road traffic 

law enforcement. More at: 
www.ctc.org.uk/campaign/road-jus$ce 
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Booked into 

l'Hôtel de la Plage 

in Dieppe with a 

room looking out 

onto La Rue du Haut Pas. Twenty years ago a couple 

of houses simply collapsed in heaps of rubble into the 

street, but they have been faithfully restored, each 

brick glowing with terraco"a paint, chimney pots 

pointed, patrolled by an imperious breed of seagull. 

Every visit to 'La Plage' reveals some new 

improvement, and the comple$on of the cripple 

quarter has bestowed a worthy third star. The hotel 

celebrated with s$ll more lavish furnishings, a regal cummerbund across the bed, only 

lacking  the two lions insignia of old Normandy for full opulent effect. A clarion call from 

minstrels as you enter and leave the water closet. Red is the theme of my room, poppies 

sca"ered across the bathroom $ling, a deep crimson shower curtain redolent of that 

Hitchcock movie, and a chunky red poof by the bed. 

At breakfast a new coffee machine has replaced the fleet of women in house coats who 

used to ferry pots of coffee to each table. Beans ground with a pneuma$c pounding, 

then an interlude of mechanical consterna$on before a wholesome cup of coffee is 

finally dispensed. Strange how in a hotel you uniquely add prunes to your muesli, turds 

instantly marshalled to the exit post, li"le feet bea$ng impa$ently.    

Took lunch at 'Le Newhaven' restaurant which 

serves consistently a"rac$ve food. Even when 

serious building work was being conducted in 

the main body  of the restaurant, the cloud of 

brick dust par$$oned by a flimsy sheet, the 

remaining tables were filled to capacity, the 

solid Norman clientele undeterred by the 

no$on of food flir$ng with asbestosis. A li"le 

anima$on as each couple gets installed, the 

adjustment of bib and cutlery, spectacles 

donned to peruse the menu and aperi$fs 

ordered with crisp efficiency. Then a quaint habit takes hold, in the absence of any 

conversa$on, hands wringing gently together in a vague gesture of contentment. Eyes 

glance outside, taking in the spectacle of the two elements of the blue bridge, rising like 

a giant clothes peg, salu$ng the fishing vessels making for harbour, a cen$pede of traffic 

on either side, powerless and exhausted. A"en$on returns to the familiar features sat 

opposite, light drains away, hand wringing subsides, eyes driN askance; a desperate 

chasm of $me before the first course arrives. 

Rob’s latest book, 'A Mule Across The Water', is available from Waterstones, Amazon 

& Transmanche Ferries. More info on h1p://www.normandymule.co.uk 

Rob Silverstone  
Cycling francophile and author writes... 
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In December 2015, heads of 

state gathered in Paris for the 

21
st

 Conference of the Par$es 

(COP-21) to deal with the 

urgent issue of climate 

change.  

Brighton Climate Ac$on 

Network brightoncan.org/ 

held a series of events in the 

run-up to the event. People 

were invited to join the  

“Time to Cycle” ride, a mass 5-day 

bike ride to the Paris talks converging 

with others from Europe to demand 

ac$on on climate change.  Riders leN 

London on Sun 6 Dec and cycled via 

Balcombe to Brighton. Early the next 

morning they cycled to Newhaven 

and took the ferry to Dieppe, riding 

through Rouen and Freneuse to arrive 

in Paris on Thu 10 December. 125 

cyclists were on the ride, joined by a 

further 45 on another 3-day ride.  

15 riders were from Brighton.  
 

On Sat 12 Dec, thousands of 

people gathered in Paris to 

form a human red line from 

the Arc de Triomphe 

represen$ng the need for 

clear enforceable limits on 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

There was a ride around the 

arch and a march to the Eiffel 

Tower.  

Riders get a welcome and refuel at Balcombe 

Dusk at Withdean, Brighton 

Arrival in Paris on 10 December : the Arc de Triomphe 
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In the photo (leN) 

among the crowd is 

Caroline Lucas MP. The 

D12 demonstra$on 

was organised by 

interna$onal climate 

campaign group 350 

h"p://350.org/   
Duncan Blinkhorn: 

wrote on Facebook: 

“While the climate 

talks succeeded in 

agreeing a stronger ambi$on of 1.5 degrees ceiling on temperature ride and more 

support for poorer countries to transi$on to decarbonise, they failed to ensure 

binding limits on a scale required to achieve the stated ambi$on. The struggle for 

meaningful ac$on goes on.” 
 

Many more excellent photos on Duncan Blinkhorn’s Facebook page:  
h4ps://www.facebook.com/duncan.blinkhorn.1 Paris photos used with permission 
from Duncan.  See also www.$metocycle.org/ 

Above: Organiser 
Duncan Blinkhorn on 
the Champs-Élysées 
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Rule 178 from the  

Highway Code 

Advanced stop lines. 
Some signal-controlled junc$ons 

have advanced stop lines to allow 

cycles to be posi$oned ahead of 

other traffic. Motorists, including 

motorcyclists, MUST stop at the 

first white line reached if the lights 

are amber or red and should avoid 

blocking the way or encroaching 

on the marked area at other $mes, 

e.g. if the junc$on ahead is 

blocked. If your vehicle has 

proceeded over the first white line 

at the $me that the signal goes 

red, you MUST stop at the second 

white line, even if your vehicle is in 

the marked area. Allow cyclists 

$me and space to move off when 

the green signal shows. 

If you see a taxi or bus 

breaking Rule 178, 

complain to: 
 

Buses 

Brighton & Hove Bus and Coach 

Company: info@buses.co.uk 

Compass buses:  

mgallichan@compass-travel.co.uk 
 

Taxis 

Brighton Streamline  

h"p://www.streamlinetaxis.org/ (01273) 747474 

Brighton & Hove City Cabs  

h"p://www.205205.com/  (01273) 205205 

Brighton & Hove Radio Cabs  

h"p://www.brightontaxis.com/ (01273) 204060 

Hove Streamline  

h"p://www.streamlinetaxis.org/ (01273) 202020 

Car Cabs h"p://www.brightontaxis.com/ 

 (01273) 414141 

South Coast Taxis  

h"p://www.southcoas"axis.co.uk/ (01273) 301111 

Taxi Link h"p://www.taxilink595959.com/ (01273) 595959 
 

Taxis: you can also complain on the council website: 

h"p://bit.ly/1Qew2lr 
 

Opera:on Crackdown 

h"p://www.opera$oncrackdown.org/   
 

Please let us know what the response is.  

Email bricyclesbrighton@gmail.com  

Get out of my ASL! 
Taxis and buses are crowding 

cyclists out in the City centre! 

Act now! 
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Bexhill Has:ngs Link 

Road open for traffic! 

Cost: £120 million plus 

On 4 Jan, there was a 

flood alert for Combe 

Haven and Crowhurst 

for the Powdermill and 

Watermill streams. No 

“Greenway” is open for 

walkers or cyclists 

despite the enormous 

cost of this car-focused 

project. 

Vision Zero www.visionzero.org.uk 

Vision Zero UK is a new road safety 

campaign. Policies must aim to protect 

people from fatal errors on roads. Zero harm 

is standard for health and safety at work. 

Vision zero says it must also be applied to 

highways.  

Sarah’s campaign con:nues 

Sarah Sharp set up ChiCycle in 2009. 

Bricycles reps were in touch with her and 

went to the launch of the 20 mph zone in 

Whyke, Chichester in 2013 which she 

championed. She was later elected to 

Chichester City Council for the Greens.  

We were shocked to hear that she had 

been seriously injured in a collision with 

a vehicle while cycling on Basin Way, 

Chichester on December 11. With 

fractures to her shoulder, six ribs and 

two vertebrae, she was airliNed to 

Southampton General Hospital. 

Fortunately, she was able to be home for 

Christmas and has been recovering, 

though in pain.  

She con$nues to call for improved safety 

and infrastructure for cyclists and 

pedestrians and for some of the funds 

earmarked for the A27 to be used for 

this purpose. She endorses the ‘Vision 

Zero’ movement which aims for zero 

deaths or serious injuries on our roads.  

Oslo to ban cars by 2019 
The new city government in Oslo 

has said it will eliminate private 

cars from the city centre by 2019 as 

part of plans to make the 

Norwegian capital reduce its 

greenhouse gases by 50%. 
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 ‘Me and my Bike’ 

Interviews by Mike Aiken © 

mikeloscaminos@yahoo.co.uk 

Me and  

my Bike 

How long have you had this bike?  

 ‘Eight years’ 
 

What kind of bike is it? 

 ‘It’s a hybrid Ridgeback, called a Meteor.’ 
 

Where did you get it? 

‘I bought it in Baker Street bikes in Brighton and got it through a ‘cycle to 

work’ scheme.’ 
 

What do you like most about it? 

 ‘!! It’s falling apart!! I used to like it! It got me back into biking: I had a period 

of being an occasional 

cyclist and just commung.’ 
 

Does your bike have a pet 

name? 

‘No – no pet name!’ 
 

Would you lend it to a 

friend? 

‘Yes. I lent it to a stranger 

at the weekend. Someone 

was outside my house 

and she knocked at the 

door and asked if she 

could borrow my bike. I 

said yes. I got it back 

too!’ 

More amazing people who cycle round the city.  

Lucy Dance (in photo right and below in foreground) is 

involved in running the Bike Train for various events in 

Brighton and Hove. 



21 

 

What do you use your bike for mainly?  

‘I use it for ge3ng from A to B. For ge3ng to everywhere I go. I get paid for 

cycling – I work for Sustrans! It’s changed my life.’ 
 

What do you like most about riding your bike in Brighton and Hove? 

‘I like the hills – going down! I like the sun in my face, standing up on the 

pedals, going downhill!’ 
 

What’s your favourite ride/route? 

 ‘My favourite bike train route is to Lewes for the bonfire night in November…

But my own favourite is Brighton Pier to Ro3ngdean. It’s different every day, 

the sun in the morning, the sea maybe in or out. Wave dodging when it’s 

rough. It’s flat. Everyone can do it. Children, elderly.’ 
 

If your bike was a piece of music, what type of music would it be? 

 ‘Oh! That’s hard! My bike is old and broken! I think of the bike train music! I 

used to have a sound system in the back: so it was Dermot’s taste in music.’ 
 

Thanks Lucy! 

 

£65,000 for cyclist aUer crash caused by 

dog lead  A cyclist who suffered a fractured 

skull as an extendable dog lead got caught up 

with his bike in 2012 will receive £65,000 in 

an out of court se"lement. Some dog leads 

extend to 8 metres. 

Homelessness in Brighton 

People sleep in a tent made from bike racks. 

outside Sainsbury’s. Brighton Housing Trust and 

First Base Day Centre can help. 

www.bht.org.uk/services/first-base-day-centre/ 

CTC Councillor elec:ons for 

the South East Region 

The three councillors for the 

south east who were 

previously in post, Richard 

Bates, Phil Benstead and 

Graham Smith all lost their 

seats in the vote in October. It 

was a very low turn out. Many 

thanks to them for their work. 

They all showed a lot of 

interest in Brighton and Hove.  

The newly elected CTC SE 

Councillors are: 

• Ian McCabe 

• Ian Wescombe 

• Jonathan Naughton 
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About 18 months ago I had a total knee 

replacement, a heNy opera$on that has 

varying recovery $mes. At some point I 

was promised normal life would return.  

My bicycle is the whizzy part of me that 

lets me go to places and do things that 

would otherwise be out of my normal 

human body range. It’s a means of 

transport which does not require any 

wai$ng around, costs li"le and can 

pre"y much be relied upon to find a 

parking space anywhere in the city. 

Actually you would think everyone everywhere would have one of these marvellous 

machines, and everything possible would be done to get everybody on one, and 

then, if something happened to the body that propelled it, every possible help 

would be given to get that body back on their beloved and useful bicycle. 

Not so. Gebng bodies back into cars does become a massive priority if you have an 

opera$on. Driving. That is what everybody frets about, what doctors are alert to in 

pa$ent queries and how physiotherapists seem to measure progress. Cycling? Yes, 

the consultant said in his fruity voice, looking down his nose, yes I do recommend 

an exercise bike in the gym. And how, I replied, will that help me get my shopping 

back from the supermarket? 

Of course I diligently researched all the online literature: FAQs, when can I start 

driving, using the car, plenty of those but nothing about gebng back on a bicycle. 

Why is it that the idea of a bicycle as a means of transport, as a person’s link to the 

outside world, is so ignored? Thank god for Brighton and Hove’s brilliant bus 

service, which had to be my lifeline for many months and s$ll func$ons as a pre"y 

large part of my life. 

Anyone who rides a bicycle knows that cyclists are invisible, and anyone who has a 

health problem will soon discover that they are invisible in medical literature as 

well. Of course gebng back on a bicycle will make you fi"er, improve your 

quadriceps muscles, and ensure you feel be"er, but that doesn’t ma"er does it? It’s 

not a motor car.  

Angela Devas 

GeVng back to  

biking 
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Buswatch mee:ng  

11th October 2015 

This was a very well a"ended mee$ng 

with all the major bus companies 

represented (Brighton &Hove Bus 

Company and Metrobus: Mike Best, 

Commercial Director; Compass Travel: 

Chris ChaSield, Managing Director, and 

Michael Watson, Managing Director 

Stagecoach South) plus the appropriate 

members from the Council (Richard 

Johnson, and Councillor Gill Mitchell, 

Deputy Leader of the Labour & Co-

opera$ve Group & Chair of the 

Environment, Transport & Sustainability 

Commi"ee) 
 

A major discussion point was the real-

$me bus $me displays which recently 

have not been working sa$sfactorily but 

through collabora$on between the 

Council, B&HBC and the system 

provider, Trapeze, they have been 

improved. Apparently not a single major 

problem but a culmina$on of several 

minor problems. The displays not 

showing Compass bus $mes were 

highlighted, which should now be 

corrected. 
 

Victoria Garcia (Disability Coordinator, 

B&HBC) gave a very good presenta$on 

of what B&HBC is doing to help make 

their buses more accessible to the 

"disabled". In par$cular Victoria 

highlighted the 'Helping Hand Scheme', 

where passengers can discretely show a 

card to the driver with messages such as 

"Call out my bus stop please" or "Please 

face me. I lip read". Although started as 

a bus ini$a$ve these are proving very 

helpful elsewhere (e.g. taxis and even 

restaurants). If a passenger with a 

wheelchair cannot board a bus for 

whatever reason B&HBC will provide a 

taxi. 
 

The main item relevant to cycling was 

the comment that on the Lewes Road 

No. 25 bendy buses very oNen stop with 

the front door right at the end of the 

floa$ng bus stop, which is only a couple 

of feet wide. Passengers aligh$ng there, 

especially with buggies, almost 

inevitably have to step right into the bike 

lane. B&HBC will inform drivers to stop 

further back. 
 

Although represen$ng Bricycles I, and 

the whole of my family, are regular bus 

users so I also raised the lack of Kassel 

curbs outside central Brighton 

(apparently not possible without outside 

funding), erra$c No. 6 bus service (have 

to wait and see whether reliability is 

improved) and local objec$ons to the 

No. 1 bus service down St. Andrews 

Road, Portslade (too much heavy traffic 

but BHCC and B&HBC said there could 

be no change). 
 

This was a very interes$ng mee$ng with 

lots of enthusias$c bus users, and there 

was a lot to get through but the Chair, 

Andrew Boag managed to limit the 

mee$ng to 2 hours ! 

Adam Pride, 

Bricycles Secretary 



24 

 

When a car ran into riders on the 2011 

Tour de France, cyclist Johnny 

Hoogerland was flung into a barbed wire 

fence which caused extensive lacera$ons 

to his legs. Closer to home, 17 year old 

Stacey Courage, was forced off the road 

into a barbed wire fence by a car as she 

cycled round Burrator Reservoir in 

Dartmoor in 2010. The shocking photo of 

Stacey’s neck, chest and facial 

lacera$ons was printed in the Metro 

newspaper and can s$ll be seen online. 
 

Why not get rid of unnecessary barbed 

wire, par$cularly where people ride and 

walk? Do Sussex councils have any policy 

on this? 
 

I emailed Brighton and Hove City 

Council: “Does the Council have a policy 

on the use of barbed wire in rural 

loca$ons? If so, could you let me know 

what it says? I am asking because barbed 

wire is a hazard for people on foot or on 

bikes.” I also asked West Sussex County 

Council and East Sussex County Council. 
 

Brighton and Hove City Council 

Reply by phone by a member of the Parks 

Team: 

There is no wri4en policy on barbed wire. 
At the 19 acres above Waterhall and 
where sheep are grazing, barbed wire is 
not used anymore.  On bridleways and 
cycle ways it’s generally up to the tenant 

- ideally on the side of the field where 
there is livestock. The Estates Team use 
Smiths Gore Land Agent who deal with 
landowners within the City boundary. 
 

West Sussex County Council 

Response from a Rights of Way Officer, 

Public Rights of Way, Countryside Services 

 “WSCC do not have a policy regarding 

barbed wire adjacent to Rights of Way. 

We are aware of the Highways Act 1980, 

sec$on 164 and take this into 

considera$on when the routes are 

inspected through the scheduled 

inspec$on programme.”  
 

East Sussex County Council: 

Response from a Rights of Way Officer 

“The Highways Act 1980 sec$on 164  

relates to barbed wire on land adjoining 

a Highway. In summary where it is likely 

to cause injury to persons or animals 

lawfully using the highway, the Highway 

Authority (ESCC) may serve a no$ce in 

wri$ng to the occupier of the land 

requiring him or her to remove/remedy 

the nuisance within a stated $me. An 

example might be where, on a narrow 

path, the wire is fixed on the path side of 

the posts. Whether a fence is near 

enough to the highway to be dangerous 

to persons or animals is determined on a 

case by case basis.”  
 

The Countryside Code published by 

DEFRA gives advice to Land Managers. 

Under a sec:on en:tled “Iden:fy 

possible threats to visitors’ safety” it 

says “Try to avoid using electric fencing 

or barbed wire where people may 

accidentally touch it, par:cularly 

alongside narrow paths and 

bridleways.” 
 

Barbed wire 
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I asked Paul, a civil engineer, for an 

opinion on the Falmer - Woodingdean 

path (below) where barbed wire is in 

use. He wrote: “The hazard observed is 

that in the event of a cyclist 

dismoun$ng or unexpectedly leaving 

the way and the fact that it is unlit, a 

cyclist could cut themselves gebng 

caught up on the barbs. ...The risk could 

be reduced if there was another strand 

of plain straining wire added to the 

opposite side to the barbed wire so that 

the first thing a cyclist or their clothing 

would come into contact with would be 

the smooth wire…” 
 

Barbed wire has also been used at the 

nearby newly improved Drove Road 

track (below). 

There are innumerable other examples 

in East and West Sussex of barbed wire 

next to rural roads. It would be 

beneficial for cyclists and walkers to 

raise awareness of this hazard with the 

relevant authori$es. 

Becky Reynolds, Bricycles Campaigns 

New Walberton to Barnham Link 
Many thanks to Derek Whibngton, 

Local Member for Fontwell, and 

Members’ Cycling Champion for West 

Sussex County Council for the invita$on 

to the opening of the mile-long 

Walberton Link Cycle Path on 31 

October 2015. The route goes from 

Barnham railway sta$on through the 

old allotments to Eastergate Lane 

Walberton Green with signage to 

con$nue through the A27 Fontwell 

underpass. 
 

Eastbourne routes delay 
ANer a lengthy process involving public 

consulta$on and the involvement of 

the Department of Communi$es and 

Local Government, Eastbourne cycle 

group Bespoke are s$ll wai$ng for 

Eastbourne Borough Council (EBC) to 

move to finally seal the byelaw to allow 

cycling on Eastbourne promenade. 
 

Fatal Eastbourne crash 
A 66-year-old cyclist was killed aNer 

being in collision with a car in 

Eastbourne on Tue Dec 29.  He was 

Nigel Flux of Cobbold Avenue, 

Eastbourne. Emergency services were 

called to Victoria Drive at 2.55pm aNer 

a collision with a black BMW 525 D 

Sport. A 47-year-old man from 

Eastbourne was arrested at the scene 

on suspicion of causing death by 

careless or inconsiderate driving. He 

was later bailed un$l March 23. 
 

East Sussex Local Transport Plan 

consulta:on - Bricycles responded 

and expressed concern that the 

“Greenway” next to the Bexhill 

Has$ngs Link Road was not open. 
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North and 
south in 
Holland 

and 
Belgium 

Cycling in Holland and 

Belgium always leaves me 

thinking how much be1er 

cycling in the UK could be. 
 

The plan for the trip was to 

visit the parts of, par$cularly 

Belgium, that we had previously not been to.  I was interested to see what 

the south of Belgium and Holland were like, as I've always tended to go to 

the north.  
 

The south of Belgium is very 

different from the north. It felt 

much poorer and in parts quite 

run down, although the people 

were very friendly. I was a bit 

shocked by the city of Charleroi. 

We arrived along the river, 

which was a nice ride, but the 

city was dominated by miles of 

abandoned factories rus$ng 

away. Someone told us they 

had been like that for years. We 

struggled to find somewhere 

to stay there and had to head 

quite a long way out of the 

city for accommoda$on. Once 

we got to the Ardennes I was 

surprised by how hilly it was.  
 

By contrast, I felt the south of 

Holland was very much like 

the north.  I was surprised 

how intolerant of bikes car 

Namur castle, southern Belgium 

Charleroi, southern Belgium (also below) 
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drivers were if you go on the road 

when there is a cycle path 

available.  Although I love the cycle 

facili$es, for example you don't 

even need to think if there is going 

to be a space for bikes on a ferry. 

The one from Dordrecht to 

Ro"erdam (photo right) is only a 

few miles but it saved a bit of 

complicated map 

reading. 
  

Probably the best 

places we visited 

were Maastricht 

and Namur, both 

quite small but 

nice.  If I have a 

cri$cism I wish they 

would sign the cycle 

paths with more 

place names rather 

than numbering 

them.  Asking the way in 

Holland 

nearly 

always 

resulted in 

joining a  

group 

cycle or 

the 

drawing 

of a very 

complex 

map! 

Peter 

Dupont 

Maastricht Square, southern Holland 

Namur, Belgium 

Rotterdam 

Belgium Maastricht 

Holland 
Amsterdam 

Charleroi 

Germany 

France 

Namur 
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Pedestrians try to dodge cyclists, or 

freeze petrified! 

I think this one is very much a sign of the 

$mes, namely the distrac$on of 

technology, namely the now almost 

ubiquitous smart phone! Us bikers have 

all no$ced how many pedestrians 

meander as they receive yet another 

message from some absent source! It's 

said that we should 'live in the moment, 

the here and now' and be spa$ally aware 

but all this is oNen forgo"en in moments 

of carelessness! 

The 'default' sebng for many walkers has 

become “if I can't hear anything then it 

must be safe to step out onto a road” 

without so much as a glance up from their 

'oh so important' text. This is because 

we've become such a predominantly car 

orientated culture that a silently 

approaching cyclist doesn't register! 

Then, if you are lucky enough to have 

been no$ced perhaps prompted by 

fran$c bell ringing, the pedestrian oNen 

looks petrified and proceeds to try to 

dodge you on the assump$on that most 

of us cyclists have no aversion to piling 

into objects if leN to our own devices! 

This is, of course, the very worst thing you 

could do as we will have already mapped 

out an avoiding line relying on the steady 

and predictable onward pace of the 

walker remaining constant! Alterna$vely, 

you can get the terrified 'freeze' which 

also necessitates a swerve to avoid. 

Maxim: always assume that everyone will 

do the unpredictable and employ 

'defensive riding'. 

Bruce Jonas    

www.bikeforlifesouth.org.uk     

www.getafixcycles.org.uk 

Le1ers 

Dyke Road roundabout peril 

“I nearly got taken out by a vehicle on 

the roundabout at the top of Dyke 

Road today. Please can you raise this 

with whoever’s responsible and get 

something done before a cyclist gets 

killed? Thanks.”             Jim (by phone) 

Response: Bricycles raised this issue in 
December 2015 with the Transport 
Partnership.  We have reported this to 
the Council before. This is a popular 
cycling route to the Downs and it 
should be a pleasure. It has enormous 
poten*al but the Dyke Road Avenue / 
Dyke Road advisory cycle lanes end at 
the roundabout and they are useless 
in any case because they are too 
narrow and constantly parked in. A 
problem at the roundabout is traffic 
dar*ng across to the exit to the A27 
(west). We will follow this up. 
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Signposts in Adur 

As for the Downs Link cycle path, 

seeing it's a major route recently 

extended to Guildford, they should 

really provide signposts - there is 

nothing to stop you gebng really lost. 

And as Shoreham is a major stop on 

the coastal cycle path, Adur Council 

should really provide more cycle 

berths, probably on the pedestrianised 

New Road. Currently in the whole town 

centre there is only a parking for about 

6 bikes outside the fireplace shop, and 

that is usually full.               Rob 

Above: Delivery of signposts spotted in Adur 

in January. More needed! 

Bike Box Borrow 

Rent a bike box! 

www.bikeboxborrow.co.uk/ 

george@bikeboxborrow.co.uk  

Phone: 07769222551   

Prices from  

4 days - £35,  

7 days - £42,  

14 days - £72,  

21 days - £95.  
11 Millers Gate, 

Horsham,  West 

Sussex, RH12 4AP 

Taxi & Bus obstruc:on in ASLs 

I've been wri$ng to various Councillors 

and the taxi forum for several months 

now to see if they will advise their 

drivers to observe the rules when it 

comes to ASL (Advanced Stop Line)

junc$ons and not obstruct the zone 

specifically reserved for cyclists. 

 I've been fobbed off $me aNer $me 

with weak or evasive answers even 

though I've sent them photo aNer 

photo of taxi drivers par$ally or 

completely blocking the safe zone at 

ASL junc$on. My ward councillors don't 

even reply to invites to comment. 

Ini$ally I tried to talk to taxi drivers and 

explain the rules and inten$on of the 

markings.  I was subjected to foul and 

abusive language so, I stopped talking 

to them and began taking photos.  The 

abuse carried on but I avoided gebng 

drawn into silly groundless arguments 

which are usually based around 

insurance and road tax. 

Part of me thinks what's the point of 

mark these junc$ons if no one is going 

to abide by the rules and worse s$ll not 

prosecute.  The police have admi"ed 

there is li"le or nothing they can do 

and sooner or later they all refer to a 

piece by the MET about enforcing ASL 

junc$ons.  Its rubbish really! 

I'm aware of opera$on crackdown but 

not sure how effec$ve that is. 

Brendan 
 

Bricycles raised this issue with Brighton and 
Hove City Council’s Transport Partnership in 
December 2015 and we will follow up what 
ac*on is being taken. See page 18 which 
features some of Brendan’s photos. 
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Bricycles has recently been contacted 

by Upper Beeding Parish Council 

regarding regular exchange of 

informa:on on cycling ma1ers within 

the parish which covers downland west 

of the River Adur as far as Mile Oak as 

well as the se1lements of Beeding, 

Edburton and part of Small Dole.  

As a council, Upper Beeding have taken 

interest in cycle routes such as the 

Downs Link and the South Downs Way as 

well as local lanes. They now would like 

to hear from Bricycles members about 

any local cycling concerns as well as 

about any ma"ers concerning 

neighbouring Bramber and Steyning 

which they will pass to relevant 

authori$es for any necessary ac$on.  

I have wri"en saying that we will be 

happy to co-ordinate this process and I 

would also love to hear from other 

parish councils or community groups in 

areas surrounding Brighton and Hove as 

sharing informa$on and concerns will 

help not only cyclists living in these areas 

but all of us who regularly cycle outside 

the city boundaries and perhaps 

encourage more of us to take bike rides 

into the lovely surrounding countryside. 

In immediate 

response to our 

council contacts I 

have wri"en that 

there are three 

issues we are highligh$ng at present: 

• We need Bricycles Rangers to act as 

‘eyes’ in local areas. They will be able to 

report back to Bricycles any issues 

encountered as part of their regular 

rides. 

• I am currently doing a survey of 

cycle parking stands in each area in 

order to get a general picture of where 

more parking spaces are needed and to 

make requests to authori$es for more. 

We have no$ced that many villages and 

rural areas are without stands or without 

adequate parking spaces for bikes. 

• we are seeking to make wildlife 

preserva$on an integral part of the 

Bricycles Ranger role 
 

Readers of this magazine will not be 
surprised that we highlight these points 
at present but of course the more local 
communi*es become involved in sharing 
and highligh*ng cycling condi*ons in 
general and report ma4ers of urgency 
we all will be be4er informed which can 
only result in cycling safety and 
condi*ons being at an op*mum 
encouraging both regular cyclists and 
newcomers to make 
more journeys by bike. 
 

Tom Jones, Bricycles 

Development and 

Outreach 

• Be a Bricycles Ranger! 
Contact Tom, details 
back page. 

Ranger 

update! 

Local Contacts 

Upper Beeding 
West Sussex 

Ranger 
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     Diary 

East Sussex CTC  

Southdowns Randonnée 
8 May 2016 

50, 80 or 100 kilometres road ride around East 

Sussex Lanes star$ng from Ringmer Scout Hut, 

Lewes Road, Ringmer, East Sussex.  Contact: 

07838974059, Mr. N. Wright,  28 Mary Burfield 

Court, Thorney Close, Heathfield, East Sussex, 

TN21 0AT nww25norman@live.co.uk  or  
www.therixfamily.talktalk.net/Files/southdowns.html 

Start $mes: 9.00 am for the 100km;  9.30am 

for the 80km;  10.00am for the 50km. 

Entry fee is £4.00 and must be in by 1
st 

May.   

GET FIT IN 
2016! 

 

Downs Link Challenge 
21st May 2016 

Cycle from Guildford to Shoreham

-by-Sea on the Downs Link 

40 miles - off road and traffic free 
 

City to Coast 
21st May 2016 

London to Brighton with a 

difference!! Cycle from Kingston 

upon Thames to Shoreham-by-Sea 

65 miles - off road and traffic free 

Registra$on £30, plus £25 

minimum sponsorship. Op$onal 

transporta$on for you and your 

bike from Shoreham to the start is 

available on-line when booking for 

an extra £30. 
 
 

Brighton to Paris 
23rd June 2016 

A fantas$c four day event cycling 

along quiet French roads and 

returning on Eurostar. 

Brighton - Gournay-en-Bray - 

Chan$lly - Paris 
 

In support of: The Argus Appeal 

and The Martlets Hospice 

All details at: 

www.theargusappeal.com/ 

Tour de France 2017 
Düsseldorf in Germany will host the Grand Depart 

of the 2017 Tour de France, which was looking likely 

to start in London un$l this was declined due to 

funding concerns. 

URGENT: Bricycles is running a stall to promote 

cycling as part of the University of Sussex 

"Refreshers Fair" in the volunteering sec$on at 

the Sports Centre on Wednesday 27
th

 Jan 2016. 

Can you spare an hour to help Bricycles 

Secretary Adam Pride between 11-3 pm? 

Contact Adam at AP@imra-ukrc.com or 

01273 570039  No experience needed. Might 

involve giving out leaflets and talking to 

students about cycling.  

Bricycles stall 
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Bricycles contacts 
Find Bricycles on Facebook & Twi1er 

Deadline for letters, articles, and 
anything of interest:  

15 March 2016 

Send to the Editor 

C)*+,-+ ./ 01 2). -,* 30/+405.+6 
76,176+/ )4 01 2). 8,96 , 

*6:/:)4+82 /+)42 )4 ;8)+). 

  
Cycling Infrastructure 
Adviser   
( & Twitter) 
Duncan Codd 
duncancodd@gmail.com  

 Treasurer/Membership 

CTC Right to Ride rep 

Tony Green 

01273 552662 

greentony@btinternet.com 

2 Glovers Yard, 121-123 

Havelock Road, BN1 6GN 

 Secretary 

Adam Pride 
01273 570039 
AP@imra-ukrc.com 

76 Foredown Drive, 
Portslade, Brighton BN41 
2BE 

 Campaigns / Editor 

CTC Right to Ride Rep 

Becky Reynolds 
01273 552662 

becky.reynolds2@btinternet.com 

2 Glovers Yard, 121-123 

Havelock Road, BN1 6GN 

  

Development and Outreach 

Tom Jones 

whatevers@brighton.gb.net 

Mobile: 07775 736126 
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Be a Bricycles Ranger! 

 

Join our cycle rangers and 

‘keep an eye’ on areas in 

Brighton and Hove (& further 

afield).  Report to Tom Jones, 

Development & Outreach. 

Details above.  


